
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 
 

ENGL 391: Environmental Literature & Culture 
Fall 2022 

CB 107 – MWF 10-10:50 am 
 
Basic Course Information 
Instructor:  Dr. Christy Tidwell 
Office:   CB 325 
Office Hours: 12-2 MWF or by appointment (masks required for meetings in my office); you may also 

schedule a Zoom or Discord meeting with me  
Contact:  Email me at christy.tidwell@sdsmt.edu or message me on Discord 
 
Course Description & Goals 
Environmental Literature & Culture is an interdisciplinary exploration of writing and media about nature, 
examining the relationship between literary, cultural, and scientific perspectives.  
 
In this course, we will examine ideas about the environment and natural world from a variety of perspectives 
and through multiple forms. We will explore a variety of landscapes, imagine animal lives, and analyze 
relationships between the humanities, political discourse, and scientific knowledge. Throughout the semester, 
we will address the following general questions (or sets of questions): 
 

1. What is nature? What role do humans play in nature? What landscapes are natural?  
2. How do we respond to and treat the natural and/or nonhuman world?  
3. What kinds of stories do we tell about the natural and/or nonhuman world, and what are the 

consequences of these stories?  
 
We will attempt to answer these questions through conversations about the films you watch and texts you read 
as well as through in-class discussions about environmental ethics and STEM.  
 
Generosity 
Since we will be working together a great deal this semester, I want to establish generosity as a key principle of 
the course. This means a few things.  
 
In general, I will assume that you are each doing your best. I hope that you will give me and your classmates the 
same generous benefit of the doubt. You are expected to show generosity by showing up ready to participate, by 
sharing your ideas, by treating each other with respect, and by working with each other. Much of the work of 
the course this semester will be collaborative, whether in the physical classroom or online.  
 
Also, more specifically, and in this spirit of generosity, I will ask you to consider the safety and wellbeing of 
others by a) wearing masks to class, whether you are vaccinated or not and even though masks are not currently 
required on campus, and b) attending class remotely if you are sick rather than attending in person. These are 
your choices to make because they are not mandated by the state, the school, or me, but they can make a big 
difference in protecting others’ health and making students who may be at higher risk (or have loved ones at 
higher risk) more able to attend class safely. Please choose to care for our class community in whatever ways 
you can.  
 
Required Texts 
There are several required texts for this class. Max Liboiron’s Pollution Is Colonialism is for sale in the 
university bookstore for HUM 250, but the others are not in the university bookstore and you will need to order 
them elsewhere. If this is an issue, please let me know early in the semester.  
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Books: 
• Max Liboiron’s Pollution Is Colonialism 
• Craig Santos Perez’s Habitat Threshold 
• One of the following: Matt Bell’s Appleseed or Kim Stanley Robinson’s Ministry for the Future 
• One of the following: Alison Stine’s Trashlands or Catherynne M. Valente’s The Past Is Red 
 
Films: 
• The Day After Tomorrow, directed by Roland Emmerich 
• Snowpiercer, directed by Bong Joon-ho  
• Okja, directed by Bong Joon-ho, or Babe, directed by Chris Noonan 

 
Any other assigned texts will be provided via D2L as links or pdf files. You must watch assigned films on your 
own time, and you are therefore responsible for renting, buying, downloading, or otherwise obtaining access to 
them yourself.  
 
Grading 
Grades for this course will be determined using a labor-based system. In other words, what grade you get at the 
end of the semester depends almost entirely on how much work you do. This reflects the importance of 
consistently doing the reading, participating in activities and discussion, and engaging with the class.   
 
I know you are all accustomed to receiving grades, so this system may cause some of you anxiety. If so, please 
talk to me about it. I will still not assign you a grade, but we can discuss areas to work on, and I will definitely 
at least let you know if you are not doing well enough to pass the class at that point. If you are worried about 
your grade, I would also simply suggest making sure to join the discussions, do the assigned reading/viewing, 
and complete the assignments.  
 
For an A in the course: 

• Participate in discussions consistently and meaningfully – this can include both face-to-face class and 
Discord discussions.  

o Note: This includes discussion with the Environmental Ethics & STEM class as well as possibly 
discussion with me or each other related to Environmental Literature & Culture texts. We will 
determine this together as the class begins.  

• Submit 23 or more of the quote & question posts (on time)  
o Note: There are 26 days this semester when you could submit a quote & question, so this gives 

you a few days to miss with no penalty. Your quote & question posts should address the texts 
assigned for the entire group so that they will be useful for class discussion. 

• Submit 20 or more journal posts (on time) – this is the equivalent of 10 weeks of completed entries 
o Note: There will be two journal posts due every week through Week 12, which means you can 

skip multiple entries with no penalty.  
• Submit both check-in assignments 
• Submit proposal for midsemester project 
• Submit complete and thorough midsemester project 
• Comment on others’ midsemester projects more than the recommended number of times (see 

midsemester project assignment for a specific recommended number), including specifically 
commenting on your Environmental Literature & Culture classmate’s midsemester project 

• Submit both short essay assignments 
• Submit final project proposal 
• Meet with me to prepare for final project 
• Submit complete and thorough final project 



• Comment on others’ final projects more than the recommended number of times (see final project 
assignment for a specific recommended number), including specifically commenting on your 
Environmental Literature & Culture classmate’s final project 

• Submit complete and thorough final self-evaluation 
• Complete multiple activities from the following list of options (more details for these will be posted on 

D2L): 
o Take class notes and post on Discord (ideally more than once, but that depends on how many 

people want to complete this activity)  
o Read/watch relevant unassigned material and incorporate ideas from it into your journals and/or 

projects (ideally multiple times) 
o Send an email of appreciation to one of the (living) writers/artists/creators whose work we’re 

using this semester (and bcc me on the email) 
o Get involved with an organization that addresses issues we’re discussing and let me know about 

what you do with this organization 
o Help others in the class (and make sure to let me know about it) 
o Complete optional creative project 
o Note: You may also propose other actions to do in addition to these. The idea is that you are 

looking for ways to go above and beyond the basic assignments and expectations of the course. 
Some options emphasize your personal learning and growth, while others emphasize contributing 
more to the class as a whole and others’ learning; both approaches are valuable. 
 

For a B in the course: 
• Participate in discussions consistently and meaningfully – this can include both face-to-face class and 

Discord discussions 
• Submit 21 or more of the quote & question posts (on time)  
• Submit 18 or more journal posts (on time) – this is the equivalent of 9 weeks of completed entries 
• Submit both check-in assignments 
• Submit midsemester project proposal 
• Submit midsemester project 
• Comment on others’ midsemester projects the recommended number of times (see midsemester project 

assignment for a specific recommended number) 
• Submit both short essay assignments 
• Submit final project proposal 
• Meet with me to prepare for final project 
• Submit complete and thorough final project 
• Comment on others’ final projects the recommended number of times (see midsemester project 

assignment for a specific recommended number) 
• Submit final self-evaluation 

 
For a C in the course: 

• Participate in daily discussions (face-to-face and/or Discord) often but perhaps not consistently or not as 
meaningfully  

• Submit at least 18 quote & question posts (on time)  
• Submit 16 or more journal posts (on time) – this is the equivalent of 8 weeks of completed entries 
• Submit at least one of the check-in assignments 
• Submit at least one of the two proposals (for the midsemester project or final project) 
• Submit midsemester project 
• Comment on others’ midsemester projects fewer than the recommended number of times (see 

midsemester project assignment for a specific recommended number) 



• Submit one of the two short essay assignments (but it still needs to be clear that you read both of the 
books and not just one of them) 

• Submit final project 
• Comment on others’ final projects some, but fewer than the recommended number of times (see final 

project for a specific recommended number) 
• Submit final self-evaluation 

 
For a D in the course: 

• Participate little in discussions, either face-to-face or on Discord often  
• Submit at least 16 quote & question posts  
• Submit 14 or more journal posts (on time) – this is the equivalent of 7 weeks of completed entries 
• Complete half of the following: check-in assignments, midsemester project proposal, final project 

proposal, and meeting with me to discuss final project 
• Complete at least partially completed midsemester project 
• Submit one short essay assignment 
• Submit complete final project  
• Submit final self-evaluation 

 
For an F in the course: 

• Fail to complete at least 50% of assigned work and expected participation 
• Fail to submit final project and/or final self-evaluation  

 
To be eligible for a grade, you should aim to meet all the criteria listed for it; however, if you are close to the 
grade you want but having trouble with one of its criteria, you may be able to make a case for yourself based on 
additional effort elsewhere. The list of other activities for an A (the final bullet point in the list for how to earn 
an A) is a good resource for ideas about additional effort. This work can help make up for one nearly-there 
element of a grade, not multiple elements, so keep that in mind and do not count on doing additional work to 
make up for a failure to do multiple parts of the required work. If you’re not sure about how to approach this, 
please talk to me about it.  
 
Because grades are determined by what work you do, you will not be receiving letter or percentage grades on 
your work throughout the semester. I will respond to the work you do, but the focus should be more on 
exploring ideas and thinking through questions than on whether or not you’re getting an A (or whatever) on 
each individual assignment.  
 
I will assume – unless shown otherwise – that you are each doing your best and working in good faith. If I see 
that you are failing to complete work or that you don’t seem to be putting in much effort, I will reach out to chat 
about what’s going on and whether there is anything I can help with to make sure you are getting the most out 
of the class.  
 
Late Work Policy 
You are expected to submit work on time for it to be most useful to you and to the class. Some assignments will 
have a hard deadline and will not be accepted late – this is primarily for assignments that require working with 
others, that are required before moving on to the next assignment sequence, or that occur at the end of the 
semester (in other words, where there are external pressures). Others may be accepted late, but we will have to 
discuss how late is acceptable in those situations.  
 
In any case, it is best to turn everything in by the date listed on the syllabus so that you keep making progress 
through the course and work doesn’t pile up. 
 



I am willing to consider exceptions for special situations, especially since we are living through a pandemic. I 
hope that none of us get sick or have loved ones who get sick, but it’s certainly possible that it will happen. 
Plus, college is often stressful anyway. If you are having trouble – even if it’s not COVID-related – please reach 
out to me and we can discuss options.  
 
Quote & Question Assignment 
To ensure that you keep up with the assigned reading and viewing and are prepared to participate in online 
discussion, you will post a quote & question every day that there is an assigned text. Each quote & question 
assignment should be posted to the appropriate Discord channel by the start of the day’s class and should 
include two elements: 
 

1. A quote from the assigned text for the day. You do not need to write out what you would say about it 
in your post (although you certainly can if you find it useful to do so), but you should be prepared to talk 
about why you chose that quote or description if it comes up in discussion, so think about what makes 
that particular quote/description interesting or meaningful and what you might like to say about it. Be 
sure to include citation or location information for your chosen quote or moment (page number in a 
written text, time marker in film). You should write about the text assigned for the larger group, not the 
one for Environmental Literature and Culture alone; you will address those texts elsewhere.  

2. A discussion question to ask the class. This question does not necessarily have to be about the quote or 
description from part one, although it does need to address or clearly respond to one of the texts 
assigned for the day. It must go beyond asking about plot points and prompt discussion of the text’s 
ideas. It should be open-ended; if your question can be answered with a simple yes or no answer without 
any debate, or if there is a clear, factual right answer, it doesn’t really work as a discussion question. 
Conversely, although questions about the rest of the class’s feelings or experiences might sometimes get 
a discussion going and do not have a clear right answer, those questions do not focus enough on the 
assigned text. You want a question that is both interesting and open-ended but that is also rooted in the 
reading or viewing and the issues and terminology of the class. Aim for questions that open up 
discussions of the meaning and significance of what we’re reading or watching, either on its own or in 
the larger context of the course or the topic.  

 
There are 27 days in the semester when you will be able to submit a quote & question. These quote/question 
assignments will be posted on Discord so that everyone in the class can see what ideas the course texts raise and 
so that we can draw on them for our discussion. Look for the Quote & Question Channels category and then the 
specific channel for that date (e.g., #8-31).  
 
Journals 
As a way to encourage further critical thinking and reflection on the texts and ideas we’ll be discussing in class, 
you will each write regular journal entries this semester. Your journal should include two separate entries each 
week during Weeks 1-12 (twelve weeks total). There isn’t a strict length requirement for these entries, but I’d 
aim for a couple of solid paragraphs or about a page per entry (if you have more to say, you can always write 
more than this). Prompts to guide the content of your journal will be posted on D2L and Discord throughout the 
semester. 
 
Journal entries will be due weekly, to be turned in no later than the Sunday night before the next week’s classes 
begin. So, for instance, the journal for Week 3 will be turned in by Sunday, 9/11. It is important that you write 
these entries regularly rather than waiting to post several entries all at once; you will not receive credit for late 
entries. These journal entries will be evaluated on completion (and relevance to the course), not on how well 
they’re written or on whether or not I like or agree with what you’ve written.  
 
If you take the journal seriously as a space to explore ideas, you may find that you make some of your most 
interesting connections here, and you may then choose to develop those ideas further in other assignments or in 
class discussion. Or you might not – but they will hopefully still be valuable to you.  



 
You will post your journal entries to private channels on Discord in the Weekly Journals category. You will 
have one channel labelled with your name to post these to all semester, so you can always go back to the same 
channel to post your journals. I will be the only person who will be able to see them there.   
 
Participation 
Your active, informed participation is crucial to the success of this course. This is a face-to-face class, but it will 
also have a component on Discord, where we will share work (like quote & question assignments), keep notes 
about our discussions, and have space to share ideas and discuss in addition to our face-to-face meetings. Here 
are some of the core expectations for our discussion:  
 

1. You should attend class in person and check in on Discord regularly. (This is the bare minimum for 
participation as you obviously cannot participate if you don’t show up in the spaces of the course.) 

a. Note: If you are sick, please participate by listening in on Discord and commenting in #live-chat 
or connecting with your regular discussion group rather than coming to class in person. This 
includes taking time to be sure you are fully recovered after illness, too. The class is intentionally 
designed for you to be able to keep up from a distance when necessary.  

2. You should come prepared for discussions. This means that you should check the syllabus and do any 
assigned reading/watching before participating.  

3. You should contribute to class discussion on a regular basis. For in-person class, I suggest aiming to 
speak up a couple of times a week, but this can be flexible, depending on individual preferences and 
abilities in addition to the structure of class in a given week. I know that not everyone feels comfortable 
speaking in front of the class, but I encourage you to look for opportunities to do so anyway. Some of 
you may do this more than others, but I want to hear from everyone at some point. If this is particularly 
difficult for you, consider sharing ideas on Discord, too. 

4. You should make sure your contributions are valuable. This means that you should bring new ideas to 
the discussion, ask questions that help move the conversation in some way, etc. You may sometimes 
want to agree with someone else and affirm their ideas, but your contributions should not be limited to 
this. Note: Valuable does not necessarily mean long! 

5. You should participate in activities and any small group discussions, and your contributions there should 
be valuable as well.  

6. You should pay attention to and listen to others, and you should respect their ideas and their time.  
a. In person: You can show this by not talking when others are speaking, by making eye contact 

with speakers or nodding along when you agree, and by responding to the content of what 
they’ve said in your own contributions. You should also disagree without being rude or 
dismissive and being mindful of how long you speak for. I want everyone to be able to share 
their ideas, but if one person talks for too long it can make it hard for others to have a turn.  

b. On Discord: You can show this by responding directly to others’ comments (use @ and their 
name to mention them specifically), giving credit to others for their ideas, disagreeing without 
being rude or dismissive, and even using Discord’s built-in reactions in response to others’ 
comments to show that you’re paying attention to what they say and to give some feedback 
without writing a comment. You can also respect others’ time by being present during the times 
when discussion is scheduled so that people get quick feedback or response, not dominating the 
conversation (if you’re the only one taking part, there’s a problem), and not writing huge 
comments (or at least doing so only rarely).  

 
In addition to the above, please note that valuable contributions – in whole class discussion, in small groups, 
and online – are interesting and thoughtful and do not simply repeat what others have already said. They 
indicate that you have been paying attention to the conversation. They may take the form of statements in which 
you make connections or put forth an argument, but they may also be questions. You do not have to have the 
answers in order to contribute usefully to the conversation.  
 



Attendance 
I will take attendance every day, but no portion of your grade will be devoted to simple attendance, and there 
will be no absolute penalties for missing class or arriving late in itself.  However, it will be harder to keep up 
with the course if you do not attend and you will miss out on many in-class activities. Therefore, you should 
attend in order to receive the full benefit of the class. 
 
If you are unable to attend in person because of illness (or another reason), you will be able to listen in using the 
Class Audio voice channel on Discord, ask questions or share ideas in the #live-chat channel during class, and 
get notes about what we covered from the Daily Notes & Discussions channel for that date. This is meant to be 
a supplement to in-class activities and discussion, so it does not replace the regular attendance in class that is an 
expected part of course participation, but it will help some in case you need it.  
 
Class Technology (D2L & Discord) 
Both D2L and Discord are required elements of the course.  
 
We will use D2L in this course to share basic documents like the syllabus, assignment prompts, and assigned 
texts; you will submit some assignments there (see assignment prompts for details about where to submit each 
assignment); and I will share information with the class via D2L using news items. Please check in on the 
course’s D2L page soon and regularly throughout the semester. It is your responsibility to keep up with activity 
on D2L as well as in class.  
 
We will also use Discord (a free instant messaging application/platform) for sharing ideas, collecting notes on 
class content, other communication, and submitting some assignments. You can simply use Discord in your 
browser, but you find it more convenient to download the application to your computer and/or phone and use it 
there. Go to Discord.com to use it in either case. (I have it on both my computer and my phone for easy access, 
and it is easy to use in both forms.) You will be expected to check in on Discord regularly this semester, too, in 
order to submit work and keep up with course content. We will be actively using our Discord channel all 
semester, so this is extremely important for your success in the class.  
 
Here are some first steps for using Discord; other details are covered in Discord itself. 
 

• I will share an invitation link to our Discord server on D2L by the first day of class. This will get you 
into the space we’re using for discussion.  

• Once you are in, look for the channel #read-this-first, which will give you more information about how 
Discord is organized and what your first steps should be.  

• Set up your account and start participating!  
• A quick note on names: Please use the name you go by in real life, including both your first name and 

last name (or at least last initial). This will help me associate your Discord participation with your name 
on D2L/Banner and give you appropriate credit for your participation; it will also help avoid confusion 
if there are multiple people with your first name. However, if you don’t want to use the official first 
name listed on the roll and instead go by a nickname, your middle name, an alternate first name, etc., 
that’s fine! Just please make sure I know that’s your preference early on (you can simply send me a 
private message about this) to avoid potential confusion.  

 
If you have any trouble getting set up or questions for me about how to use Discord, please let me know!  
 
Communication 
There are multiple ways for us to communicate this semester: 

• Email: christy.tidwell@sdsmt.edu. This is ideal for asking questions and also for setting up an 
appointment for a more in-depth, real-time conversation. I respond to my email as quickly as I can. If I 
don’t get back to you within 24 hours, feel free to email me again or try another method.  
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• Discord: You can raise questions in #questions-about-class that you think the entire class might benefit 
from or that you think other students might be able to help with. You can also send me a direct message 
for conversations that you might not want everyone else to see. This is best for a real-time conversation. 
I will also use Discord to share announcements (see #announcements) with the whole class.  

• D2L: This is a stable location for core course information. D2L is where the syllabus and assignments 
will be shared, final grades will be posted, etc. This is primarily a venue for me to communicate 
officially with the class rather than for you to communicate with me (outside of submitting work and 
comments on your work).  

• In Person: I will hold office hours from 12-2 every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and I will be 
around during other times, too. You can drop by any time if you have questions or want to chat. Please 
note that office hours are a time when you are invited to talk to me. Stop by my office if you have 
questions or concerns, or just say hi! (Please note that I will ask you to wear a mask if you visit my 
physical office.)  

 
Feel free to reach out at any time online, and remember that my office hours are when I have planned to devote 
my time to responding to students, so you are welcome to stop by.  
 
Academic Integrity 
The work you submit must be your own original work that has been written specifically for this course. 
Plagiarism is the presentation of another person’s work as your own, whether intentional or not. Copying or 
paraphrasing passages from another writer’s work without acknowledging that you have done so is plagiarism. 
Allowing another writer to write any part of your essay is plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. It is easily 
detected and will not be tolerated.  Students who violate School of Mines rules on scholastic dishonesty are 
subject to disciplinary sanctions. Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the 
School of Mines, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.  Refer to the academic integrity 
section in the Mines catalog for more detailed information or come talk to me if you have any questions. 
  
The policy regarding plagiarism in this class is that a first offense will result in a failing grade for the 
relevant assignment; a second offense will result in failure of the course. These are serious consequences, so 
you should make sure to understand what constitutes plagiarism (come talk to me if you have questions) and to 
do your own work.   
 
COVID-19 
If you contract COVID-19, whether you are feeling sick or not, please isolate and join our class via the Discord 
audio channel instead of attending in person. If you are feeling unwell and having trouble keeping up with work 
as a result, get in touch with me as soon as you’re able to so that we can work out a plan to help you get back on 
track. You should also reach out to the Dean of Students Office (deanofstudents@sdsmt.edu or 605-394-2416) 
if you need assistance from the university.  
 
As of the beginning of the semester, the university has free COVID-19 tests as well as N-95 masks that you can 
use. Please use the resources available to you to make sure you stay healthy and to help keep others healthy, 
too.  
 
ADA Statement 
South Dakota Mines strives to ensure that physical resources, as well as information and communication 
technologies, are accessible to users in order to provide equal access to all. If you encounter any accessibility 
issues, you are encouraged to immediately contact the instructor of the course and the Title IX and Disability 
Coordinator, Ms. Amanda Lopez at disabilityservices@sdsmt.edu or 394-2533.  Students with special needs or 
requiring special accommodations should also contact the instructor and the Title IX and Disability 
Coordinator. More information can be found at https://www.sdsmt.edu/Campus-Life/Student-
Support/Disability-Services/.  
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Title IX Information 
South Dakota Mines is committed to providing a safe and positive learning experience. To report sexual 
misconduct or gender discrimination, please contact the Title IX Coordinator at 605-394-2533. Note: As your 
professor, I am required to report any incidences to the Title IX Coordinator. Confidential support for students 
is available by contacting the Student Counseling Center at 605-394-1924 or counseling@sdsmt.edu. 
 
Freedom in Learning 
Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance shall be evaluated solely on an 
academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards.  Students should be free 
to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about 
matters of opinion, but students are still responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which 
they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation is unrelated to academic standards but is 
related instead to judgment of their personal opinion should contact Dr. Lance Roberts, the Provost and Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, to initiate a review of the evaluation. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes    
The humanities provide a way for students to explore important issues and meaningful ideas. Humanities 
courses, therefore, help students both develop interdisciplinary critical thinking skills and understand the 
diversity and complexity of the human experience. In this course, students will think critically about 
environmental issues via art, music, and literature, in addition to political discourse and rhetoric.  
 
Students who have completed this course will be able to do the following:  

1. Demonstrate knowledge of diversity of values, beliefs, and ideas embodied in the human experience by  
a. Showing your understanding of others’ values, beliefs, and ideas through thoughtful discussion 

of them. 
b. Asking questions for discussion that show you're taking others’ values, beliefs, and ideas 

seriously. 
c. Incorporating others’ ideas in major projects, whether by building on or responding to them.  

2. Identify and explain basic concepts of the selected disciplines within the arts and humanities by 
a. Using terminology and historical knowledge provided in class and assigned readings within 

discussions, journals, quote & questions, and projects.  
b. Your use of any terminology and historical references should show that you understand its 

meaning and significance; you will not, however, be tested on terms or historical references 
directly.  

3. Identify and explain the contribution of other cultures from the perspective of the selected disciplines 
within the arts and humanities by 

a. Understanding enough of other cultures considered to address them thoughtfully and 
meaningfully in discussion and writing.  

b. Looking for ways that other cultures influence US cultures and vice versa, for important 
differences between the culture you grew up in and others we read about, and for important 
similarities between those cultures and your own.  

c. Considering the ways that environmental issues impact various cultures and groups differently as 
well as the range of ways that those cultures and groups respond to environmental issues.  

4. Demonstrate creative and aesthetic understanding by 
a. Paying close attention to how works are created 
b. Thinking about not only the big ideas in the assigned texts but also the techniques they use to 

have their impact.  
5. Explain and interpret formal and stylistic elements of the literary or fine arts by 

a. Incorporating understanding of how works are created into class discussions, journals, quote & 
questions, and other assignments 

b. Showing how assigned texts’ formal and stylistic elements contribute to their meaning.   

mailto:counseling@sdsmt.edu


Course Schedule 
All dates and assignments are subject to change. Also, please note that notecard and journal assignments are not listed here, as you can 

assume them for every day or week (respectively) unless otherwise instructed.  
 

Week 1 
 8/22: syllabus and introduction to the course 
  join Discord server and introduce yourself in #personal-introductions  
  check in with me and each other in #initial-check-in on Discord (this is in the Environmental Lit  

& Culture category, which will be set to include just myself and students enrolled in 
ENGL 391, not everyone in HUM 250) 

8/24: environmental ethics key terminology and questions [pdf on D2L] 
Keith Douglass Warner OFM and David DeCosse, Lessons 2, 3, and 12 from A Short Course in  

Environmental Ethics  
8/26: planting day: I will provide pots, soil, and seeds, and you will plant a seed in a pot to care for this  

semester. Be prepared to take your planted seed in its pot after class (or make 
arrangements to pick it up later in the day). 

 
Week 2 - Watch The Day After Tomorrow and discuss the film (in person or on Discord)1 this week 
 8/29: begin case study #1: carbon, climate change, and decarbonization 

selections from Exxon’s 1982 memo about the CO2 “Greenhouse” effect  
“What Do I Get for 1kg CO2?” from The Carbon Almanac 
“Global Greenhouse Gas Emissions by Sector” from The Carbon Almanac 

Recommended: “10 Myths About Climate Change” and “20 Truths About Climate 
Change” from The Carbon Almanac 

8/31: En-ROADS Climate Interactive Simulator  
Renee Cho, “What Is Decarbonization, and How Do We Make It Happen?”  
Climate Justice Alliance, “Just Transition” page, particularly the sections “What Do We Mean  

by Just Transition?” and “Analysis, Framework and Strategy”  
9/2: in-class exercise  

 
Week 3 – Watch Snowpiercer this week 
 9/5: Labor Day – No Class 
 9/7: Fred Pearce, “Geoengineer the Planet? More Scientists Now Say It Must Be an Option” 
  Interview with Kate Ricke, “Think Climate Change Is Messy? Wait Until Geoengineering” 

9/9: begin case study #2: industrial farming 
The Humane League, “Factory Farming: What It Is and Why It’s a Problem”  

  UN Environment Programme, “10 things you should know about industrial farming” 
  John Flesher, “Factory farms provide abundant food, but environment suffers” 
   Recommended: Tracy Irani, Beatrice Fenelon Pierre, and Tyler S. Nesbit, “Agricultural  

Stakeholders’ Perceptions of Occupational Health and Safety in the Southeastern US 
Coastal States” 

 
Week 4 –Watch Okja or Babe this week 
 9/12: Yuval Noah Harari, “Industrial farming is one of the worst crimes in history”  
  Dan Imhoff, “Honoring the Food Animals On Your Plate” 
  Jacy Reese, “There’s no such thing as humane meat or eggs. Stop kidding yourself.” 

9/14: Amy Fleming, “What is lab-grown meat? How it’s made, environmental impact and more” 
9/16: begin case study #3: pipelines and water rights 

Enbridge, “Line 5 and the Great Lakes Tunnel” 

 
1 We will decide together whether you should discuss this with me and Environmental Literature and Culture classmates in person or 
on Discord. More details about these discussions and the schedule for them will be determined early in the semester.  



  Note: There’s a lot here, and you don’t have to read all of it, but explore some.  
Consider checking out “About Line 5” as a starting point for basic information.  

Sierra Club, “Line 5” 
Isiah Holmes, “Enbridge Line 5 spurs 10 hour hearing, over 140 people speak against pipeline”  

 
Week 5 – read Craig Santos Perez’s Habitat Threshold this week 

9/19: United Nations Fact Sheet No. 35: The Right to Water 
 United Nations Environment Programme, “In historic move, UN declares healthy environment a  

human right” 
9/21: in-class exercise 
 check-in 1 due 

 9/23: Robin Wall Kimmerer, excerpts from Braiding Sweetgrass 
 
Week 6 – Begin reading Appleseed or Ministry for the Future 
 9/26: Max Liboiron, Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. vi-7 
  midsemester project proposal due 

Recommended2: Max Liboiron, “Modern Waste as Strategy”; Rebecca Altman, “Time-
bombing the future”; Tina Ngata and Max Liboiron, “Māori plastic pollution expertise 
and action in Aotearoa”  

 9/28: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 7-16 
Recommended: Karen Lawford and Veldon Coburn, “Research, Ethnic Fraud, and the 
Academy: A Protocol for Working with Indigenous Communities and Peoples”; Eve 
Tuck and K. Wayne Yang, “Decolonization Is Not a Metaphor”  

 9/30: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 16-22 
Recommended: Samantha MacBride, “Does recycling actually conserve or preserve 
things?”; Thom Davies, “Slow violence and toxic geographies: ‘Out of sight’ to whom?”; 
Michelle Murphy, “Alterlife and Decolonial Chemical Relations”; Mary O’Brien, “Being 
a Scientist Means Taking Sides” 

 
Week 7 
 10/3: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 22-37 

Recommended: Mary Annaïse Heglar, “Climate Change Isn’t the First Existential 
Threat”; Gabrielle Hecht, “The African Anthropocene”; Kyle Powys Whyte, “Is it 
Colonial Déjà Vu? Indigenous Peoples and Climate Injustice”; Max Liboiron, “Against 
Awareness, For Scale” and “Solutions to waste and the problem of scalar mismatches”; 
Jody Roberts, “Reflections of an Unrepentant Plastiphobe”; Heather Davis, “Life & 
Death in the Anthropocene: A Short History of Plastic”; Audra Simpson, “Consent’s 
Revenge”  

10/5: in-class exercise 
  midsemester project due 

10/7: No Class – Dr. Tidwell will be attending a conference  
 
Week 8 
 10/10: Native Americans Day – No Class 
 10/12: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 39-47  

 
2 Please note that I’ve added recommended additional material for each day we’re covering a section of Pollution Is Colonialism. 
These additional texts are absolutely not required, but I wanted to make some of Liboiron’s references and sources available for you to 
check out. This might help you get more context for some of the ideas from the book and allow you to understand Liboiron’s 
arguments in more depth. If you’re interested in a citation and the source for it isn’t one of the recommended texts, you can seek it out 
yourself, too, or let me know if you have trouble finding it and maybe I can help!  
 



Recommended: la paperson, A Third University Is Possible; Vanessa Watts, “Indigenous 
place-thought & agency amongst humans and non-humans (First Woman and Sky 
Woman go on a European world tour!)” 

 10/14: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 48-55 
Recommended: Donna Haraway, “Situated Knowledges: The Science Question in 
Feminism and the Privilege of Partial Perspective”  

 
Week 9 
 10/17: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 55-62 

Recommended: Christopher Hamlin, “‘Waters’ or ‘Water’? – master narrative in water 
history and their implications for contemporary water policy”; I. C. Campbell, “A 
critique of assimilative capacity”; Shannon Cram, “Becoming Jane: The making and 
unmaking of Hanford’s nuclear body”; Kate Brown, “The Last Sink: The Human Body as 
the Ultimate Radioactive Site”; Nathan F. Sayre, “The Genesis, History, and Limits of 
Carrying Capacity”; Leah Aronowsky, “Gas Guzzling Gaia, or: A Prehistory of Climate 
Change”  

 10/19: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 62-72 
Recommended: Nicholas James Reo and Kyle Powys Whyte, “Hunting and Morality as 
Elements of Traditional Ecological Knowledge”; Jesse Goldstein, “Terra Economica: 
Waste and the Production of Enclosed Nature” 

 10/21: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 72-79 
Recommended: Desi Rodriguez-Lonebear, “Building a data revolution in Indian 
country”; Assa Doron & Ira Raja, “The cultural politics of shit: class, gender and public 
space in India”; Max Liboiron, “Waste colonialism” 

 
Week 10 – begin reading Trashlands or The Future Is Red 
 10/24: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 81-89 

Recommended: Rachel Carson, “Silent Spring—I”; Max Liboiron, “Toxins or 
Toxicants? Why the difference matters”; Women’s Earth Alliance and Native Youth 
Sexual Health Network, Violence on the Land, Violence on Our Bodies: Building an 
Indigenous Response to Environmental Violence; #breakfreefromplastic website 

 10/26: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 89-96 
Recommended: Michelle Murphy, “Against Population, Towards Alterlife”; Sarah A. 
Vogel, “The Politics of Plastics: The Making and Unmaking of Bisphenol A ‘Safety’”; 
Hannah Landecker, “When the Control Becomes the Experiment”   

 10/28: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 97-111 
check-in 2 due 

Recommended: Deboleena Roy, “Introduction: Stolonic Strategies” and Chapter 1, 
“Biophilosophies of Becoming” (from Molecular Feminisms: Biology, Becomings, and 
Life in the Lab); Katherine Crocker, “Híyoge owísisi tánga itá (Cricket egg stories)”; 
Chris Jordan, Midway: Message from the Gyre [photography]; Zoe Todd, “Fish, Kin and 
Hope: Tending to Water Violations in amiskwaciwâskahikan and Treaty Six Territory” 

 
Week 11  
 10/31: in-class exercise 
  Short essay 1 on either Appleseed or Ministry for the Future due 
 11/2: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 113-121 

Recommended: Shawn Wilson, excerpt from Research Is Ceremony: Indigenous 
Research Methods; Dwayne Donald, Florence Glanfield, and Gladys Sterenberg, “Living 
Ethically within Conflicts of Colonial Authority and Relationality” 

 11/4: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 122-124 



Recommended: Kyle Powys Whyte, Joseph P. Brewer II, and Jay T. Johnson, “Weaving 
Indigenous science, protocols and sustainability science”; Catherine D’Ignazio and 
Lauren F. Klein, Data Feminism (or at least parts of it) 

 
Week 12 
 11/7: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 124-134 

Recommended: Wendy Makoons Geniusz, Our Knowledge Is Not Primitive: 
Decolonizing Botanical Anishinaabe Teachings; Stacey Ann Langwick, “A Politics of 
Habitability: Plants, Healing, and Sovereignty in a Toxic World”; Cheryl Bartlett, 
Murdena Marshall, and Albert Marshall, “Two-Eyed Seeing and other lessons learned 
within a co-learning journey of bringing indigenous and mainstream knowledges and 
ways of knowing” 

 11/9: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 134-145 
Recommended: Zoe Todd, “From fish lives to fish law: learning to see Indigenous legal 
orders in Canada”; Dinesh Joseph Wadiwel, “Do Fish Resist?”; Alex Zahara, “Refusal as 
Research Method in Discard Studies”; Audra Simpson, “On Ethnographic Refusal: 
Indigeneity, ‘Voice’ and Colonial Citizenship” 

 11/11: No Class – Veterans Day 
 
Week 13 
 11/14: Pollution Is Colonialism, pp. 146-156 

Recommended: Rochelle Gutiérrez and Max Liboiron, “Strong Animals: Humility in 
Science” 

  Short essay 2 on either Trashlands or The Past Is Red due 
 11/16: discuss ideas for final project 
 11/18: discuss ideas for final project 

final project proposal due 
 
Week 14 
 11/21: meetings with me; work on project 
 11/23: Thanksgiving Break – No Class 
 11/25: Thanksgiving Break – No Class  
 
Week 15 
 11/28: meetings with me; work on project 
 11/30: meetings with me; work on project 
 12/2: meetings with me; work on project 
  deadline for optional creative project 
 
Final Week 
 12/5: final project due 
  check out and comment on others’ projects 
 
Final exam day/time TBA – final self-evaluation due 
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