
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 
 

ENGL 391: LGBTQ+ Literature 
Spring 2022 

CB 325 – MWF 8:00-8:50 am 
 
Basic Course Information 
Instructor:  Dr. Christy Tidwell 
Office:   CB 325 
Office Hours: 11-12 MWF, 8:30-9:30 TR, or by appointment (masks required for meetings in my 

office); you may also schedule a Zoom or Discord meeting with me  
Contact:  Email me at christy.tidwell@sdsmt.edu or message me on Discord 
 
Course Description & Goals 
This course is an exploration of LGBTQ+ literature. It will introduce a range of LGBTQ+ literature from the 
late 20th century and the 21st century, mostly from the US but with some explorations of LGBTQ+ literature 
from other cultures. We will read novels, drama, short fiction, and poetry of various genres and consider how 
the texts’ forms and genres contribute to their meaning and shape their effects. To provide context for the 
literature, we will also learn about relevant LGBTQ+ history and apply concepts and insights from queer theory. 
Finally, we will also consider the way LGBTQ+ literature and queer theory address intersections between 
sexuality and with other identities and experiences, including gender, race, disability, religion, etc.  
 
Required Texts 
The following must be acquired for the course:  
 

• Hannah McCann & Whitney Monaghan, Queer Theory Now: From Foundations to Futures  
• Leslie Feinberg, Stone Butch Blues  
• Joanna Russ, The Female Man  
• Tony Kushner, Angels in America  
• Hil Malatino, Trans Care  
• Akwaeke Emezi, Freshwater  
• Eli Clare, Brilliant Imperfection: Grappling with Cure  
• Billy-Ray Belcourt, This Wound Is a World  
• Rivers Solomon, Sorrowland  
• David Demchuk, Red X  

 
Any other assigned texts will be provided via D2L as links or pdf files.  
 
Grading 
Assignments this semester will include the following: 
 

• Participation in discussion  
• Ten reflections  
• Three essays  
• Final project  
• Final self-evaluation (possible assignment if a labor-based grading system is chosen) 

 
It is expected that you will complete all of the above to the best of your ability. We can discuss during Week 1 
whether you’d rather apply a traditional grading system (with letter grades on each assignment) or a labor-based 
approach. In either case, I will add more detail about the approach on D2L after our discussion.  

mailto:christy.tidwell@sdsmt.edu


Participation & Attendance 
As an independent study, this course relies heavily on your participation and attendance. Class simply can’t 
happen without you being present and prepared to discuss. That, therefore, is a basic expectation.  
 
In addition, good participation means coming with questions and ideas of your own to raise rather than simply 
waiting for me to ask questions. There is no quote & question assignment this semester – as there has been in 
other English/Humanities courses – but using the same principles to prepare for class might be helpful.  
 
Reflections 
At the start of most weeks this semester, you will write a short reflection responding to ideas from the previous 
week’s reading and discussion. These reflections should be 1-2 pages in length and do one of the following, 
broadly speaking:  
 

1. explore one small idea in more depth; or  
2. raise and comment on questions that are still outstanding. 

 
Meant to be informal, these reflections need not follow a particular structure or have a final conclusion. Instead, 
they should be explorations, and they might serve to prompt ideas that could be developed further in essays or 
the final project.  
 
Essays 
At three points during the semester (Week 7, Week 10, and Week 13), you will submit a 4-6 page essay 
presenting one idea related to course texts and discussions. These essays may further develop an idea introduced 
in an informal reflection but need not do so. Short essays will be more structured than the informal reflections 
and will include a focused argument and/or analysis with evidence to support it. More information will be 
posted on D2L or discussed in our meetings as these essay deadlines approach.  
 
Final Project 
To end the semester, you will produce a project that is either a creative approach to the course topics or a more 
in-depth and/or comprehensive essay project. We will determine more details about the final project in 
conversation during the semester.  
 
Technology & Communication 
We will use D2L in this course to share basic documents and to submit some assignments. It is your 
responsibility to keep up with activity on D2L as well as in class. You can contact me through D2L directly, but 
I recommend emailing me or messaging me on Discord. If I don’t get back to within 24 hours, feel free to email 
or message again to prompt me.  
 
Academic Integrity 
The work you submit must be your own original work that has been written specifically for this course. 
Plagiarism is the presentation of another person’s work as your own, whether intentional or not. Copying or 
paraphrasing passages from another writer’s work without acknowledging that you have done so is plagiarism. 
Allowing another writer to write any part of your essay is plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. It is easily 
detected and will not be tolerated.  Students who violate School of Mines rules on scholastic dishonesty are 
subject to disciplinary sanctions. Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the 
School of Mines, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.  Refer to the academic integrity 
section in the Mines catalog for more detailed information or come talk to me if you have any questions. 
  
The policy regarding plagiarism in this class is that a first offense will result in a failing grade for the 
relevant assignment; a second offense will result in failure of the course. These are serious consequences, so 
you should make sure to understand what constitutes plagiarism (come talk to me if you have questions) and to 
do your own work.   



 
ADA Statement 
South Dakota Mines strives to ensure that physical resources, as well as information and communication 
technologies, are accessible to users in order to provide equal access to all. If you encounter any accessibility 
issues, you are encouraged to immediately contact the instructor of the course and the Title IX and Disability 
Coordinator, Ms. Amanda Lopez at disabilityservices@sdsmt.edu or 394-2533.  Students with special needs or 
requiring special accommodations should also contact the instructor and the Title IX and Disability 
Coordinator. More information can be found at https://www.sdsmt.edu/Campus-Life/Student-
Support/Disability-Services/.  
 
Title IX Information 
South Dakota Mines is committed to providing a safe and positive learning experience. To report sexual 
misconduct or gender discrimination, please contact the Title IX Coordinator at 605-394-2533. Note: As your 
professor, I am required to report any incidences to the Title IX Coordinator. Confidential support for students 
is available by contacting the Student Counseling Center at 605-394-1924 or counseling@sdsmt.edu. 
 
COVID-19 
In Spring 2022, courses scheduled to meet face-to-face will be held in person and at normal capacities. If you 
contract COVID-19 and must isolate, you are asked to reach out to your instructor and the Dean of Students 
Office (deanofstudents@sdsmt.edu or 605-394-2416) to develop a plan for staying on track with your courses. 
Class lectures will not be recorded.  
 
Freedom in Learning 
Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance shall be evaluated solely on an 
academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards.  Students should be free 
to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about 
matters of opinion, but students are still responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which 
they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation is unrelated to academic standards but is 
related instead to judgment of their personal opinion should contact Dr. Lance Roberts, the Provost and Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, to initiate a review of the evaluation. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes    
The humanities provide a way for students to explore important issues and meaningful ideas. Humanities 
courses, therefore, help students both develop interdisciplinary critical thinking skills and understand the 
diversity and complexity of the human experience. In this course, students will think critically about LGBTQ+ 
literature alongside queer theory and politics.  
 
Students who have completed this course will be able to do the following:  

1. Demonstrate knowledge of diversity of values, beliefs, and ideas embodied in the human experience by  
a. Showing your understanding of others’ values, beliefs, and ideas through thoughtful discussion 

of them. 
b. Asking questions for discussion that show you're taking others’ values, beliefs, and ideas 

seriously. 
1. Identify and explain basic concepts of the selected disciplines within the arts and humanities by 

a. Using terminology and historical knowledge provided in class and assigned readings – 
specifically terms from queer theory – within discussions, informal reflections, and essays.  

b. Your use of any terminology and historical references should show that you understand its 
meaning and significance; you will not, however, be tested on terms or historical references 
directly.)  

2. Identify and explain the contribution of other cultures from the perspective of the selected disciplines 
within the arts and humanities by  
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a. Understanding enough of other cultures considered to address them thoughtfully and 
meaningfully.  

b. Looking for ways that other cultures influence US cultures and vice versa, for important 
differences between the culture you grew up in and others we read about, and for important 
similarities between those cultures and your own.  

3. Demonstrate creative and aesthetic understanding by 
a. Paying close attention to how works are created 
b. Thinking about not only the big ideas in the assigned texts but also the techniques they use to 

have their impact.  
4. Explain and interpret formal and stylistic elements of the literary or fine arts by 

a. Incorporating understanding of how works are created into discussions, informal reflections, 
essays, etc. 

b. Showing how assigned texts’ formal and stylistic elements contribute to their meaning.  
 
  



Course Schedule 
 
Week 1 

1/10:  go over syllabus 
determine grading system 
discuss prior knowledge of LGBTQ+ history, literature, politics 

1/12:  Hannah McCann & Whitney Monaghan, Queer Theory Now, chapter 1: “Defining Queer  
Theory” (2020) 

1/14:  Queer Theory Now, chapter 2: “From Pathology to Pride” 
 
Week 2 

1/17: Martin Luther King, Jr., Day 
1/19:  Leslie Feinberg, Stone Butch Blues (1993) 

  reflection 1 due 
1/21:  Stone Butch Blues 

 
Week 3 

1/24:  Stone Butch Blues 
  reflection 2 due 

1/26:  Queer Theory Now, chapter 3: “Sexuality and Feminism” 
1/28:  Joanna Russ, The Female Man (1970; 1975) 

 
Week 4 

1/31:  The Female Man 
  reflection 3 due 

2/2:  The Female Man 
2/4:  The Female Man 

 
Week 5 

2/7: Queer Theory Now, chapter 4: “AIDS and Acting Up” 
  reflection 4 due 

2/9: Tony Kushner, Angels in America (1991) 
2/11:  Angels in America 

 
Week 6 

2/14: Angels in America 
  reflection 5 due 

2/16:  Angels in America 
2/18:  writing day 

 
Week 7 

2/21:  Presidents’ Day 
2/23: Queer Theory Now, chapter 5: “Outing the Closet”  

  Essay 1 due 
2/25:  selected short texts TBA 

 
Week 8 

2/28: Queer Theory Now, chapter 6: “Theory Meets Identity” 
  reflection 6 due 

3/2: Hil Malatino, Trans Care (2020) 
3/4:  Akwaeke Emezi, Freshwater (2018) 

 



Week 9 
3/7: Freshwater 

  reflection 7 due 
3/9: Freshwater 

 3/11:  writing day 
 
SPRING BREAK 
 
Week 10 

3/21: Queer Theory Now, chapter 7: “Negotiating Intersections” 
Essay 2 due 

3/23: selections from Sovereign Erotics 
3/25:  selections from torrin a. greathouse’s Wound from the Mouth of a World (2020) 

  other short texts TBA 
 
Week 11 

3/28: Eli Clare, Brilliant Imperfection: Grappling with Cure (2017) 
  reflection 8 due  

3/30: Brilliant Imperfection 
4/1:  Brilliant Imperfection 

 
Week 12 

4/4: Billy-Ray Belcourt, This Wound Is a World (2017) 
  reflection 9 due 

4/6: This Wound Is a World 
4/8:  writing day 

 
Week 13 

4/11: Queer Theory Now, chapter 8: “Temporality and Queer Utopias” 
  Essay 3 due 

4/13: sf stories TBA 
4/15: Easter Break 

 
Week 14 

4/18: Rivers Solomon, Sorrowland (2021) 
 reflection 10 due 
4/20: Sorrowland 
4/22:  Sorrowland 

 
Week 15 

4/25: David Demchuk, Red X (2021) 
4/27: Red X 
4/29:  Red X 

 
Finals Week: Final project due (and possibly final self-evaluation due) 
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