
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 
 

Connections: Humanities and Technology (HUM 200) 

Fall 2021 

McLaury 207 – MWF 12-12:50 pm 
 

Basic Course Information 

Instructor:  Dr. Christy Tidwell 

Office: CB 325 

Office Hours: 11-12 MWF, 8:30-9:30 TR, or by appointment (masks required for 

meetings in my office); you may also schedule a Zoom or Discord meeting 

with me at other times 

Contact:  Email me at christy.tidwell@sdsmt.edu or message me on Discord 

 

Course Description & Goals 

HUM 200 is a thematic approach to human values stressing the relationship between technology 

and the humanities and tracing the development and social impact of our major technologies. 

That course description could obviously cover a lot of different technologies and ideas. To help 

narrow things down a bit for this semester, we will focus on two primary questions: 

 

1. How do we communicate with each other?  

2. How do we design and build the places we live?  

 

Each of these questions will open up conversations about a wide range of technologies, from 

books to social media to robots and from curb cuts to smart homes to arcologies. As we discuss 

these, we will 

 

1. investigate how science and technology relate to arts and humanities disciplines;  

2. analyze the impact of the arts of humanities on science and technology;  

3. analyze the impact of science and technology on the arts and humanities; and 

4. evaluate the impact of science and technologies on individuals, communities, and the 

public good.  

 

In other words, how do humanities and technology feed into each other? How do the stories we 

tell influence the worlds we actually build? And how do the worlds we live in lead us to tell 

particular stories or create particular works of art? And – finally – how are we affected by the 

technologies we live with, both individually and collectively? What might we want to do 

differently?  

 

By the end of this semester, you should find yourself thinking more about the technologies you 

take for granted as well as about the stories we tell about technology.  

 

Generosity 

Since we will be working together a great deal this semester, I want to establish generosity as a 

key principle of the course. This means a few things: 
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• I will assume that you are each doing your best. 

• I hope that you will give me and your classmates the same generous benefit of the doubt.  

• You are expected to show generosity by showing up ready to participate, by sharing your 

ideas, by treating each other with respect, and by working with each other. Much of the 

work of the course this semester will be collaborative, no matter what mode we are 

working in.  

 

In this spirit of generosity, I will ask you to consider the safety of others and wear masks to class, 

whether you are vaccinated or not and even though masks are not currently required on campus. 

This is your choice. Please choose to care for our class community in whatever ways you can.  

 

Required Texts 

You will need to buy or rent the following for this course: 

 

• Searching, dir. Aneesh Chaganty (2018) [Amazon Prime, $2.99 to rent] 

• Minority Report, dir. Steven Spielberg (2002) [Amazon Prime, $2.99 to rent (and 

included in Prime membership)] 

 

You are responsible for buying, renting, downloading, or otherwise obtaining access to any 

assigned film or television. If you have streaming subscriptions, many of these are already 

available there (see above for details about where each can be found, as of the start of the 

semester).  

 

Any other assigned texts will be provided via D2L as links or pdf files.  

 

Grading 

Grades for this course will be determined using a labor-based system. In other words, what grade 

you get depends almost entirely on how much work you do. The course depends on you keeping 

up with the reading/viewing and engaging actively in discussions and collaborative work 

throughout the semester as well as completing the projects related to each section of the course, 

including a final presentation. More details about all assignments will be provided on D2L.  

 

I know you are all accustomed to receiving grades, so this system may cause some of you 

anxiety. If so, please talk to me about it. I will still not assign you a grade, but we can discuss 

areas to work on, and I will definitely at least let you know if you are not doing well enough to 

pass the class at that point. If you are worried about your grade, I would also simply suggest 

making sure to join the discussions, give feedback to your classmates, do the assigned reading, 

and complete the assignments.  

 

For an A in the course: 

• Submit 25 or more of the quote & question posts (on time) 

• Participate in discussions consistently and meaningfully, both in face-to-face class and on 

Discord 

o Note: we will discuss expectations for participation when the class begins 

• Submit 10 or more of the weekly journals (on time) 



• Submit both check-in assignments 

• Submit midsemester reflection  

• Submit communication project 

• Submit home project 

• Submit a complete and thorough future cities project 

• Present your future cities project to the class  

• Submit the final self-evaluation 

• Go above and beyond in some way. In your final self-evaluation, you should make a case 

for the additional work you’ve done, the additional benefit you’ve added to the class, 

and/or the personal learning goals you have identified and then met. We can discuss what 

going above and beyond might mean for you personally at any point during the semester. 

In short, to earn an A, you must do more than simply turn in the work listed above.  

o One option to consider is volunteering to take class notes and post on Discord. 

There will be a sign-up form for this, and doing this one or more times (depending 

on how much interest there is from others) is a good way to contribute to the class 

in addition to the required assignments.  

 

For a B in the course 

• Submit 23 or more of the quote & question posts (on time) 

• Participate in discussions consistently and meaningfully, in at least one space (face-to-

face class and/or Discord) 

o Note: we will discuss expectations for participation when the class begins 

• Submit 9 or more of the weekly journals (on time) 

• Submit both check-in assignments 

• Submit midsemester reflection  

• Submit communication project 

• Submit home project 

• Submit a complete and thorough future cities project 

• Present your future cities project to the class  

• Submit the final self-evaluation 

 

For a C in the course: 

• Submit at least 20 quote & question posts (on time) 

• Participate in daily discussions (face-to-face and/or Discord often but perhaps not 

consistently or not as meaningfully  

o Note: we will discuss expectations for participation when the class begins 

• Submit 8 or more of the weekly journals (on time) 

• Complete either midsemester reflection or both check-in assignments 

• Submit at least one of the following: communication project and home project 

• Submit a complete and thorough future cities project 

• Present your future cities project to the class  

• Submit the final self-evaluation 

 

For a D in the course: 

• Submit at least 17 quote & question posts  



• Participate little in discussions, either in-person or on Discord 

• Submit 7 or more of the weekly journals (on time) 

• Fail to complete midsemester reflection and check-in assignments 

• Submit at least one of the following: communication project and home project 

• Submit partially complete final project 

• Submit final report/reflection 

 

For an F in the course: 

• Fail to complete at least 50% of assigned work and expected participation 

• Fail to submit final project and/or final report/reflection 

 

Note: If you have trouble with one required element of the grade you’re aiming for and are close 

to meeting its expectations but not quite there, you may be able to make a case for yourself based 

on additional effort elsewhere. For instance, you may wish to volunteer to take class notes and 

post on Discord to make up for missing a couple more quote & questions than you should have 

for a particular grade. Or you may wish to sign up to do this for the class if you know you are not 

going to speak up in class discussion a lot; it’s a good way to show that you are present and 

paying attention even if you aren’t comfortable speaking. There will be a sign-up form for taking 

class notes on particular days so that everyone will have a chance who wants one (and I do 

recommend getting in there early if you know you want to do this). This kind of additional work 

usually goes to make up for one nearly-there, not for multiples, so keep that in mind and do not 

count on this to make up for a failure to do multiple parts of the required work.  

 

Because grades are determined by what work you do, you will not be receiving letter or 

percentage grades on your work throughout the semester. I will respond to the work you do, but 

the focus should be more on exploring ideas and thinking through questions than on whether or 

not you’re getting an A (or whatever) on each assignment.  

 

I will assume – unless shown otherwise – that you are each doing your best and working in good 

faith. If I see that you are failing to complete work or that you don’t seem to be putting in much 

effort, I will reach out to chat about what’s going on and whether there is anything I can help 

with to make sure you are getting the most out of the class.  

 

Late Work Policy   

You are expected to submit work on time for it to be most useful to you and to the class. Some 

assignments will have a hard deadline and will not be accepted late – this is primarily for 

assignments that require working with others, that are required before moving on to the next 

assignment sequence, or that occur at the end of the semester (in other words, where there are 

external pressures). Others may be accepted late, but we will have to discuss how late is 

acceptable in those situations.  

 

In any case, it is best to turn everything in by the date listed on the syllabus so that you keep 

making progress through the course and work doesn’t pile up. 

 

I am willing to consider exceptions for special situations, especially since we are living through a 

pandemic. I hope that none of us get sick or have loved ones who get sick, but it’s certainly 



possible that it will happen. Plus, college is often stressful anyway. If you are having trouble – 

even if it’s not COVID-related – please reach out to me and we can discuss options.  

 

Quote & Question Assignment 

To ensure that you keep up with the assigned reading and viewing and are prepared to participate 

in online discussion, you will post a quote & question every day that there is assigned 

reading/viewing. Each quote & question assignment should be posted to the appropriate Discord 

channel by the start of the day’s class and should include two elements: 

 

1. A quote from the assigned reading or movie for the day or a description of a specific 

moment in the film that you want to talk about in class. You do not need to write out 

what you would say about it in your post (although you certainly can if you find it useful 

to do so), but you should be prepared to talk about why you chose that quote or 

description if it comes up in discussion, so think about what makes that particular 

quote/description interesting or meaningful and what you might like to say about it. Be 

sure to include citation or location information for your chosen quote or moment (page 

number in a written text, time marker in film). 

2. A discussion question to ask the class. This question does not necessarily have to be 

about the quote or description from part one. It must go beyond asking about plot points 

and prompt discussion of the text’s ideas. It should be open-ended; if your question can 

be answered with a simple yes or no answer without any debate, or if there is a clear, 

factual right answer, it doesn’t really work as a discussion question. Conversely, although 

questions about the rest of the class’s feelings or experiences might sometimes get a 

discussion going and do not have a clear right answer, those questions do not focus 

enough on the assigned text. You want a question that is both interesting and open-ended 

but that is also rooted in the reading or viewing and the issues and terminology of the 

class. Aim for questions that open up discussions of the meaning and significance of what 

we’re reading or watching, either on its own or in the larger context of the course or the 

topic.  

 

There are 27 days in the semester when you will be expected to submit a quote & question. 

These quote/question assignments will be posted on Discord so that everyone in the class can see 

what ideas the course texts raise and we can draw on them for our discussion. Look for the Quote 

& Question Channels category and then the specific channel for that date (e.g., #9-1).  

 

Journals 

As a way to encourage further critical thinking and reflection on the texts and ideas we’ll be 

discussing in class, you will each write regular journal entries this semester. Your journal should 

include two separate entries each week during Weeks 2-12 (eleven weeks total). There isn’t a 

strict length requirement for these entries, but I’d aim for a couple of solid paragraphs or about a 

page per entry (if you have more to say, you can always write more than this). Prompts to guide 

the content of your journal will be posted on D2L and Discord throughout the semester. 

 

Journal entries will be due weekly, to be turned in no later than the Sunday night before the next 

week begins. So, for instance, the journal for Week 3 will be turned in by Sunday, 9/12. (Note, 

however, that Monday holidays will delay the deadline to Tuesday night instead on those weeks.) 



It is important that you write these entries regularly rather than waiting to post several entries all 

at once; you will not receive credit for late entries. These journal entries will be evaluated on 

completion (and relevance to the course), not on how well they’re written or on whether or not I 

like or agree with what you’ve written.  

 

If you take the journal seriously as a space to explore ideas, you may find that you make some of 

your most interesting connections here, and you may then choose to develop those ideas further 

in other assignments or in class discussion. Or you might not – but they will hopefully still be 

valuable to you.  

 

You will post your journal entries to private channels on Discord in the Weekly Journals 

category. You will have one channel labelled with your name to post these to all semester, so 

you can always go back to the same channel to post your journals. I will be the only person who 

will be able to see them there.  

 

Projects 

Each section of the course will conclude with a project: on communication technologies, homes 

and how we live, and cities of the future. These will vary, depending on the topics and will offer 

you opportunities to think critically, do some research, and also be creative. More details about 

each of these projects will be posted on D2L.  

Participation 

Your active, informed participation is crucial to the success of this course. This is a face-to-face 

class, but it will also have a component on Discord, where we will share work (e.g., quote & 

question assignments), keep notes about our discussions, and have space to share ideas and 

discuss in addition to our face-to-face meetings. Here are some of the core expectations for our 

discussion:  

 

1. You should attend class and check in on Discord regularly. (This is the bare minimum for 

participation as you obviously cannot participate if you don’t show up in the spaces of the 

course.) 

2. You should come prepared for discussions. This means that you should check the 

syllabus and do any assigned reading/watching before participating.  

3. You should contribute to class discussion on a regular basis. We will discuss this 

element in more detail during the first week to establish some more concrete 

guidelines, and if we need to move class online we will have another conversation 

about expectations for online-only discussion.  

4. You should make sure your contributions are valuable. This means that you should bring 

new ideas to the discussion, ask questions that help move the conversation in some way, 

etc. You may sometimes want to agree with someone else and affirm their ideas, but your 

contributions should not be limited to this. Note: Valuable does not necessarily mean 

long! 

5. You should participate in activities and any small group discussions, and your 

contributions there should be valuable as well. (These will be outlined in more detail 

when they arise.)  

6. You should pay attention to and listen to others, and you should respect their ideas and 

their time.  



a. In person: You can show this by not talking when others are speaking, by making 

eye contact with speakers or nodding along when you agree, and by responding to 

the content of what they’ve said in your own contributions. You should also 

disagree without being rude or dismissive and being mindful of how long you 

speak for. I want everyone to be able to share their ideas, but if one person talks 

for too long it can make it hard for others to have a turn.  

b. On Discord: You can show this by responding directly to others’ comments (use 

@ and their name to mention them specifically), giving credit to others for their 

ideas, disagreeing without being rude or dismissive, and even using Discord’s 

built-in reactions in response to others’ comments to show that you’re paying 

attention to what they say and to give some feedback without writing a comment. 

You can also respect others’ time by being present during the times when 

discussion is scheduled so that people get quick feedback or response, not 

dominating the conversation (if you’re the only one taking part, there’s a 

problem), and not writing huge comments (or at least doing so only rarely).  

 

In addition to the above, please note that valuable contributions – in whole class discussion, in 

small groups, and online – are interesting and thoughtful and do not simply repeat what others 

have already said. They indicate that you have been paying attention to the conversation. They 

may take the form of statements in which you make connections or put forth an argument, but 

they may also be questions. You do not have to have the answers in order to contribute usefully 

to the conversation.  

 

Your check-in assignments will ask you to consider your participation up to that point, evaluate 

its quality, and identify what you could improve on for the second half of the semester.   

 

Attendance 

I will take attendance every day, but no portion of your grade will be devoted to simple 

attendance, and there will be no absolute penalties for missing class or arriving late in itself.  

However, it will be harder to keep up with the course if you do not attend and you will miss out 

on many in-class activities. Therefore, you should attend in order to receive the full benefit of the 

class. 

 

You may have had classes last year where you were able to attend via Zoom if you couldn’t 

come to class physically. That will not be an option in this course since we will not be using 

Zoom for class. However, if you are unable to attend in person because of illness (or another 

reason), you will be able to listen in to what I have to say in the Class Audio voice channel on 

Discord, ask questions or share ideas in the #live-chat channel during class, and get notes about 

what we covered from the Daily Notes & Discussions channel for that date. This is meant to be a 

supplement to in-class activities and discussion, so it does not replace the regular attendance in 

class that is an expected part of course participation, but it will help some in case you need it.  

 

Technology (D2L & Discord) 

Both D2L and Discord are required elements of the course.  

 



We will use D2L in this course to share basic documents and to submit some assignments. You 

can contact me through D2L (in addition to through my school email or in person), and I will 

share information with the class via D2L. Please check in on the course’s D2L page soon and 

regularly throughout the semester. It is your responsibility to keep up with activity on D2L as 

well as in class.  

 

We will also use Discord (a free instant messaging application/platform) for sharing ideas, 

collecting notes on class content, other communication, and submitting some assignments. You 

can simply use Discord in your browser, but you find it more convenient to download the 

application to your computer and/or phone and use it there. Go to Discord.com to use it in either 

case. (I have it on both my computer and my phone for easy access, and it is easy to use in both 

forms.) You will be expected to check in on Discord regularly this semester, too, in order to 

submit work and keep up with course content.  

 

Here are some first steps for using Discord; other details are covered in Discord itself. 

 

• I will email each student a one-time use invitation to our Discord server on or before the 

first day of class. This will get you into the space we’re using for discussion.  

• Once you are in, look for the channel #read-this-first, which will give you more 

information about how Discord is organized and what your first steps should be. 

(Channels are in a list to the left of the main chat space.)  

• Set up your account and start participating!  

• A quick note on names: Please use the name you go by in real life, including both your 

first name and last name (or at least last initial). This will help me associate your Discord 

participation with your name on D2L/Banner and give you appropriate credit for your 

participation; it will also help avoid confusion if there are multiple people with your first 

name. However, if you don’t want to use the official first name listed on the roll and 

instead go by a nickname, your middle name, an alternate first name, etc., that’s fine! Just 

please make sure I know that’s your preference early on (you can include it in your self-

introduction or send me a private message) to avoid potential confusion.  

 

If you have any trouble getting set up or questions for me about how to use Discord, please let 

me know!  

 

Communication 

There are multiple ways for us to communicate this semester: 

 

• Email: christy.tidwell@sdsmt.edu. This is ideal for asking questions and also for setting 

up an appointment for a more in-depth, real-time conversation. I respond to my email as 

quickly as I can. If I don’t get back to you within 24 hours, feel free to email me again or 

try another method.  

• Discord: You can raise questions in #questions-about-class that you think the class as a 

whole might benefit from or that you think other students might be able to help with. You 

can also send me a direct message for conversations that you might not want everyone 

else to see. This is best for a real-time conversation. I will also use Discord to share 

announcements (see #announcements channel) with the whole class.  
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• D2L: This is a stable location for core course information. D2L is where the syllabus and 

assignments will be shared, grades will be posted, etc. This is primarily a venue for me to 

communicate officially with the class rather than for you to communicate with me 

(outside of submitting work and comments on your work).  

 

Please note that office hours are a time when you are invited to talk to me. Stop by my office if 

you have questions or concerns, or just say hi! (Please note that I will ask you to wear a mask if 

you visit my physical office this semester.) You can also come talk to me via direct message on 

Discord (I always reply as quickly as possible there). Feel free to reach out at any time online, 

and remember that scheduled office hours are when I have planned to devote my time to 

responding to students.  

 

Academic Integrity 

The work you submit must be your own original work that has been written specifically for this 

course. Plagiarism is the presentation of another person’s work as your own, whether intentional 

or not. Copying or paraphrasing passages from another writer’s work without acknowledging 

that you have done so is plagiarism. Allowing another writer to write any part of your essay is 

plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. It is easily detected and will not be tolerated.  

Students who violate School of Mines rules on scholastic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary 

sanctions. Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the School of 

Mines, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.  Refer to the academic integrity 

section in the Mines catalog for more detailed information or come talk to me if you have any 

questions. 

  

The policy regarding plagiarism in this class is that a first offense will result in a failing 

grade for the relevant assignment; a second offense will result in failure of the course. 

These are serious consequences, so you should make sure to understand what constitutes 

plagiarism (come talk to me if you have questions) and to do your own work.   

 

ADA Statement 

South Dakota Mines strives to ensure that physical resources, as well as information and 

communication technologies, are accessible to users in order to provide equal access to all. If 

you encounter any accessibility issues, you are encouraged to immediately contact the instructor 

of the course and the Title IX and Disability Coordinator, Ms. Amanda Lopez at 

disabilityservices@sdsmt.edu or 394-2533.  Students with special needs or requiring special 

accommodations should also contact the instructor and the Title IX and Disability Coordinator. 

More information can be found at https://www.sdsmt.edu/Campus-Life/Student-

Support/Disability-Services/.  

 

Title IX Information 

South Dakota Mines is committed to providing a safe and positive learning experience. To report 

sexual misconduct or gender discrimination, please contact the Title IX Coordinator at 605-394-

2533. Note: As your professor, I am required to report any incidences to the Title IX 

Coordinator. Confidential support for students is available by contacting the Student Counseling 

Center at 605-394-1924 or counseling@sdsmt.edu. 
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COVID-19 

In Fall 2021, courses scheduled to meet face-to-face will be held in person and at normal 

capacities. If you contract COVID-19 and must isolate, you are asked to reach out to your 

instructor and the Dean of Students Office (deanofstudents@sdsmt.edu or 605-394-2416) to 

develop a plan for staying on track with your courses. Class lectures will not be recorded.  

 

Freedom in Learning  

Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance shall be evaluated 

solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic 

standards.  Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any 

course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but students are still 

responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled. Students 

who believe that an academic evaluation is unrelated to academic standards but is related instead 

to judgment of their personal opinion should contact Dr. Lance Roberts, the Provost and Vice 

President of Academic Affairs, to initiate a review of the evaluation. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes   

Humanities 200 meets the requirements for a GenEd GOAL #4 course: Students will understand 

the diversity and complexity of the human experience through the study of the arts and the 

humanities. As a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will: 

 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of diversity of values, beliefs, and ideas embodied in the human 

experience. 

2. Identify and explain basic concepts of the selected disciplines within the arts and 

humanities. 

3. Identify and explain the contribution of other cultures from the perspective of the selected 

disciplines within the arts and humanities. 

4. Demonstrate creative and aesthetic understanding. 

5. Explain and interpret formal and stylistic elements of the literary or fine arts. 

 

These are obviously very broad, however, and I’d like to make this more concrete and specific to 

our class. Over the course of HUM 200, you will: 

 

1. Show your understanding of others’ values, beliefs, and ideas by thoughtfully discussing 

them in person (and perhaps on Discord) and asking questions for discussion that show 

you're taking them seriously.  

2. Use terminology provided in class and assigned readings within discussions and journals, 

as well as potentially in the discussion questions you write. Your use of any terminology 

should show that you understand its meaning and significance; you will not, however, be 

tested on terms directly.  

3. This course will be fairly US- and Britain-centric, but other cultures will be considered at 

various points. As we discuss texts that represent other cultures, you should be able to 

understand enough of these other cultures to address them thoughtfully and meaningfully. 

You should look for ways that other cultures influence US cultures and vice versa, for 

important differences between the culture you grew up in and others we read about, and 

for important similarities between those cultures and your own.  
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4. Creative and aesthetic understanding means paying close attention to how works – and 

technologies! – are created. You will be asked to think about not only the big ideas in the 

assigned texts but also the techniques they use to have their impact. Your final project 

will also incorporate a creative element where you can put some of what you've observed 

about design, technology, and others’ works to use.  

5. This is very similar to the previous point but is more focused on analysis than on 

response or your own creation.  

 

In addition to all of this, I hope that you will have fun! We’ll be learning about all kinds of 

interesting technologies through both fiction and nonfiction, and I hope that you find some topics 

that really intrigue you.  

  



Course Schedule 
(All dates and assignments subject to change.) 

 

Week 1 

8/23: syllabus and introduction to the course 

8/25: defining terms: humanities & technology 

 introduction to Discord 

 complete survey on D2L 

8/27: discussion: personal experiences with technology 

 

How Do We Communicate?  

 

Week 2 – begin quote & question assignment and weekly journals 

8/30: Joshua Calhoun, “Textual Habits and Textual Habitats: Understanding and  

Teaching the Materiality of Paper”  

guest lecture: Joshua Calhoun 

Note: Your first quote & question is due on Discord by 12:35 this time 

instead of at the beginning of class, in case you want to write a 

quote/question in response to Dr. Calhoun’s visit itself.  

9/1: in-class project: book-making  

 Alexis C. Madrigal, “What Is a Book?” 

“Simple Book Making Technique (Adapted for home use)”  

 “Make an Orihon (Japanese accordion book)”  

9/3: Discord discussion: How do we read differently on screens? How do we 

communicate or learn differently online? 

Bo Burnham, “Welcome to the Internet”  

Sophie McBain, “Head in the cloud”  

 

Week 3 

9/6: No Class – Labor Day 

9/8: Amnesty International, “Toxic Twitter – Women’s Experiences of Violence and  

Abuse on Twitter” 

Tasha J. Fierce, “the algorithm does not prioritize our survival”  

Bijan Stephen, “Social Media Helps Black Lives Matter Fight the Power”  

9/10: Shoshana Zuboff, “The Coup We Are Not Talking About”  

 

Week 4 

9/13: Searching, dir. Aneesh Chaganty 

9/15: Searching, continued 

 “The Language of Film: Crash Course Film History #5” 

 “What is Cinema Language?”  

9/17: “The Birth of the Feature Film: Crash Course Film History #6” 

 “Home Video: Crash Course Film History #13” 

 “3 Most Important Tech Innovations in Film History”   

Check-in #1 due 

 

 



Week 5 

9/20: “Imagine Otherwise: Hunter Vaughan on the Ecological Impact of Media  

Technologies” 

 “Tree Free” (Flash Forward podcast episode)  

9/22: Explore the Lovotics website  

 Anna Romina Guevarra, “Here Come the Robot Nurses”    

9/24: No Class – M Day 

 

How Do We Design the Places We Live?  

 

Week 6 

9/27: “Curb Cuts” (99% Invisible podcast episode) 

“Pipe Dreams” (99% Invisible podcast episode)  

9/29: Kurt Kohlstedt, “Hostile Architecture: ‘Design Crimes’ Campaign Gets Bars  

Removed from Benches”  

Kurt Kohsteldt, “Unpleasant Design in Disguise: Bike Racks and Boulders as  

Defensive Urbanism”   
Explore Hostile Design website 

Communication technology project due 

10/1: Post campus/city design exercise to Discord by the beginning of class 

 Discuss design exercise findings in class 

 

Week 7 

10/4:  Discussion: What makes a home? What is the relationship between home and 

technology?  

“25 Perfectly Detailed Floor Plans of Homes from Popular TV Shows” 

10/6: Review home plans in Alexander Jackson Davis’s Rural Residences, Etc. (1837), 

Andrew Jackson Downing’s Cottage Residences (1856), Calvert Vaux’s Villas 

and Cottages (1874), Godey’s Lady’s Model Residence (1874), Charles P. 

Dwyer’s The Immigrant Builder (1878), and Sears Homes archive (1908-1940)  

Note: Pay particular attention to what kinds of rooms are included in 

homes from different periods, how these rooms relate to each other, and 

what size they are. Look at floorplans, not just external images of homes.  

Recommended: Leah Marie Becker, “What 19th-Century Domestic 

Manuals Say about Housing as Infrastructure”  

10/8: Philip Vannini and Jonathan Taggart, “Grids” and “Comfort” (excerpts from Off  

the Grid: Re-Assembling Domestic Life) 

 

Week 8 

10/11: No Class – Native Americans’ Day 

10/13: “Have Smart Homes Finally Caught Up to Science Fiction?”  

 “Living Sci-Fi: Smart Home Security – The Future of Technology”  

 Peta Tomlinson, “Why smart homes are no longer science fiction”  

 Sophie Charara, “The movie smart homes and apartments we desperately want to  

live in”    

 Midsemester reflection due 



10/15: The Simpsons, “House of Whacks”  

 REMA 1000 ads  

 Madeline Ashby, “Domestic Violence”  

 

Week 9 

10/18: Paul Lamkin, “Smart home visions through the ages: The history of home  

automation”   

 Lloyd Alter, “Look at Alison Smithson’s 1956 House of the Future”  

 “The 1960s Idea of ‘The Home of 1999’”  

 Ray Bradbury, “There Will Come Soft Rains” 

10/20: In-class exercise: design a home 

10/22: Share home designs on Discord 

 Discuss home design in class 

 

Living in the Future 

 

Week 10 

10/25: Investing in Futures activity 

 Adele Peters, “18 Visions of the City of the Future, from the Past”  

 Home Project due 

10/27: “What If Our Cities Were Smart?”  

Recommended: Dante D’Orazio, “Incredible Paintings of Sci-Fi Suburbia 

Will Make You Wish You Were Swedish” 

10/29: Linda Poon, “Sleepy in Songdo, Korea’s Smartest City”  

 Suzanne Goldenberg, “Masdar’s zero-carbon dream could become world's first  

green ghost town” 

Share examples of livable and successful cities  

 

Week 11  

11/1: Minority Report, dir. Steven Spielberg 

 Check-in #2 due 

11/3: Minority Report, continued 

11/5: Coruscant supercut  

“Top 10 Futuristic Movie Cities”  

“The Arcology Concept” [feel free to explore the rest of the Arcosanti website,  

 too, but start here] 

  Kurt Kohlstedt, “Self-Contained Cities: Hyperdense Arcologies of Urban Fantasy  

& Utopian Fiction” 

 

Week 12  

11/8: Elissaveta M. Brandon, “Are Floating Cities a Real Possibility?” 

 “Could We All Live Underground?”  

11/10: Octavia Cade, “The Streams Are Paved with Fish Traps” 

 Henry Nicholls, “Should cities be for animals too?”  

 Joyce Hwang, “Toward an Architecture for Urban Wildlife Advocacy”   

11/12: Phillip Vannini and Jonathan Taggart, “Convenience” (excerpt from Off the Grid:  



Re-Assembling Domestic Life) 

  Adam Flynn and Andrew Dana Hudson, “Sunshine State” 

 Recommended: Josh Bales, “In the Land of Broken Things” and Damon  

Beres, “We Are Living in a Land of Broken Things”  

 

Week 13 

11/15:  research and design day 

meetings with me take place this week 

sign up for presentation date 

Recommended: Attend or watch STEAM café featuring Dr. Kathleen Sheppard  

on Tuesday, November 16th  

11/17: research and design day 

11/19:  research and design day 

 

Week 14 

11/22: meetings with me 

11/24: No Class – Thanksgiving  

11/26: No Class – Thanksgiving  

 

Week 15 

11/29: presentations 

12/1: presentations 

12/3: presentations 

 

Week 16 

12/6: wrap-up 

 Future cities project due 

 

Finals Week – Self-evaluation due by December 14th at 11:59 pm 


