
HUM 100 – Updated Syllabus – Online Version 
Effective March 19, 2020, and subject to change.  

 

Because of COVID-19, we are required to move the course online for two weeks (March 23 – 

April 3), with the possibility of this online structure lasting even longer. I have reimagined the 

course with this in mind. If the university goes back to face-to-face instruction, I will adjust 

again. 

 

I am sad to lose out on the in-person conversations we’ve been having, and I encourage you all 

to engage as fully as possible with the online discussions in order to keep sharing ideas through 

the end of the semester, even if our conversations must now take different forms. Online class 

feels different than face-to-face, but it needn’t be less interesting!  

 

Because so many of you did not have access to House of Leaves over break and still will not 

when classes are starting up again, we will switch topics and approaches for the second half of 

the semester. We will maintain an emphasis on historical context and comparative approaches 

across time, but instead of retellings of myths and legends, we will be focusing on epidemics and 

pandemics as a way to provide some context for what we are currently living through. All 

written texts are online or will be provided as pdfs on D2L; there are some movies to stream or 

rent (as was the case in the original version of the class, too). You will be required to acquire the 

following films for the course: 

 

• One of the following (decided by the class):  

o Outbreak, dir. Wolfgang Pedersen 

o Contagion, dir. Steven Soderbergh 

o Flu, dir. Sung-su Kim 

o Virus, dir. Aashiq Abu 

• One of the following (decided by the class): 

o Pontypool, dir. Bruce McDonald 

o Train to Busan, dir. Sang-ho Yeon 

• Shaun of the Dead, dir. Edgar Wright 

• Philadelphia, dir. Jonathan Demme 

• How to Survive a Plague, dir. David France 

 

Please note that these movies are all available to stream on at least one service. You may need to 

rent some of them, but others are part of Netflix or Amazon Prime memberships, so you may 

already have access to them. If you have friends in the class, it might be fun to try to watch some 

of them together, via Netflix Party, other online tools, or by simply syncing your play and 

chatting while watching.  

 

In addition to changing the course content, I have also had to make changes to some 

assignments. Below is an outline of assignment values and explanations of the elements that 

have changed.  

 

 

 



Assignments / Points: 

Grade distribution for the class (on a 1000-point scale) is as follows: 

  

Notecards       175 

Exercises       140 

Short Essays       160 

Creative Project      100 

Final Project       200 

Other Work (in-class work – first half of semester)    65 

Online Participation (discussion boards)   160 

 

Notecards:  

Since we will not be meeting in person for a while (at least), I’ve moved the notecard assignment 

onto D2L. You can submit your quote and question for the day to the Dropbox on D2L. 

Similarly, because we don’t have a 2 pm meeting, the deadline for this will change. I will accept 

your notecards on D2L at any point on the due date, but I strongly recommend that you post 

them early in the day; that way I can take them into consideration when posting discussion 

prompts.  

 

Exercises:  

Because the topic of the course has changed, the specific exercises for the second half of the 

semester have also been revised. In order to account for some notecard points we’ve lost, the 

remaining exercises will be worth a bit more (25 points each instead of 20 points each). See 

assignments on D2L for more information. 

 

Short Essays:  

The essays themselves will not fundamentally change, but I am adding the possibility of revising 

Short Essays 1-3 if you would like to do so. (Note that does not include Short Essay 4, only 

because it is due at the very end of the semester and there won’t be time.) If you choose to revise 

your essays, you will be expected to submit revisions by one week after the date they are graded 

and returned to you (or by the first weekday that follows, in case I do grading over the weekend).  

 

Online Participation:  

We will still be running three discussions per week as we normally would for class (except for 

the weeks around Easter weekend, which have only two – see schedule). You will be required to 

write at least one original thread in each discussion board. The number of responses will 

correspond to the following grades: 

 1 thread in each daily discussion board and 3 responses total for the week: A 

 1 thread in each daily discussion board and 2 responses total for the week: B 

 1 thread in each daily discussion board and 1 response total for the week: C 

 1 thread for the week: D 

 Any responses but no threads: D 

Because a minimum of 1 thread per day is required, this means that you will be able to choose 

which question to respond to on each day.  

 



Your responses to others should be substantive and meaningful – not just agree/disagree. This 

doesn’t necessarily mean they need to be long, but they should add to the conversation and 

ideally even offer new avenues for conversation.  

 

Although we will not participate in these discussions synchronously (all at the same time), there 

will be timelines for discussion so that our conversations will happen in the same time frame, 

and everyone will be expected to keep up. So for discussion boards begun on Monday (and 

associated with Monday’s assigned texts), you should start a new thread and/or respond on 

Monday/Tuesday; for Wednesday’s discussion boards, you should participate on 

Wednesday/Thursday; and for Friday’s, you should participate on Friday/Saturday. If a 

conversation gets going and is really engaging, feel free to continue with that conversation on 

those discussion boards, but the participation grades noted above will be determined according to 

this timeline.  

 

A brief note on discussion board language: On D2L, there are discussion boards where I will 

start a forum for each day of the week; the next level down is posts (that’s where the discussion 

prompts will appear for each day’s discussion); below that are threads (initial responses to 

discussion prompts/posts) and responses (when you respond to another student’s comment). This 

language is not necessarily obvious or intuitive, so I hope this helps clarify expectations above.  

 

Instructor office hours:  

I want to make sure I’m available for any questions or issues that might arise in addition to 

taking part in the conversations on D2L. Therefore, I will have regular office hours for email and 

real-time help. I will check email regularly and respond to messages in the early afternoon or the 

evening (if not sooner); I will also be available from 7:30-9:00 pm most nights for real-time help 

(using the chat feature on D2L or possibly Zoom). Other appointments are possible – reach out if 

you’d like to try to set something up! 

 

Accessibility: 

I’ve asked about this in the survey on D2L, but it is very important. If you have trouble with any 

of the resources or approaches taken in this shift to online, or there are specific things I can do to 

help you learn or access information more effectively, please let me know.  

 

 

  



Course Schedule 

 

Week 10  

3/23: Play The Great Flu (2009)  

  Episode 1 of Pandemic (2020) 

  David S. Jones, “History in a Crisis – Lessons for Covid-19” (2020) 

  Short Essay 2 due 

  Extra Credit Essay 1 deadline 

3/25: Daniel Defoe, A Journal of the Plague Year (1722) 

3/27: Defoe, continued 

 

Week 11 – Vote on movie choice for Week 12 by Thursday night (4/2) 

3/30: Defoe, continued  

4/1: Thomas Nashe, “A Litany in Time of Plague” (1592) 

Edgar Allan Poe, “Masque of the Red Death” (1842) 

Either the Plague Games Exercise or the Pandemic History Exercise due 

4/3: James Tiptree, Jr., “The Last Flight of Doctor Ain” (1969)  

Ken Liu, “The Plague” (2013)  

 

Week 12 – Vote on movie choice for Week 13 by Thursday night (4/9) 

4/6: Introduction to film analysis: review list of film terminology and watch the three  

“How to Speak Movie” videos 

Watch one of the following: Outbreak (1995, dir. Wolfgang Petersen), Contagion  

(2011, dir. Steven Soderbergh), Flu (2013, dir. Sung-su Kim), or Virus 

(2019, dir. Aashiq Abu) 

4/8: Chosen outbreak film, continued 

4/10: No Class – Easter Break  

 

Week 13  

4/13:  No Class – Easter Break 

4/15: Pontypool (2008, dir. Bruce McDonald) or Train to Busan (2016, dir. Sang-ho 

Yeon)  

4/17: Shaun of the Dead (2004, dir. Edgar Wright) 

 “The Plan” – Simon Pegg and Nick Frost 

  Film Analysis Exercise due 

 

Week 14  

4/20: Tom Fitzsimons, “LGBTQ History Month: The early days of America’s AIDS  

crisis”  

About the AIDS Memorial Quilt  

Selection from the AIDS Education Poster Collection at University of Rochester 

More AIDS images (from the International Center of Photography) 

“A Timeline of HIV/AIDS”  

Note: you can skim this and read the parts that interest you – don’t  

feel like you have to read all of the details included in the timeline. 

Short Essay 3 due  



4/22: Tim Dlugos, “My Death” (1982)  

Michael Lassell, “How to Watch Your Brother Die” (1985)  

Mark Doty, “Fog” (1993)  

Mark Doty, “Atlantis” (1995)  

Melvin Dixon, “Heartbeats” (1995, posthumous)  

  Frank Bidart, “For the AIDS Dead” (2012) 

  Poetry Exercise due 

4/24: Philadelphia (1993, dir. Jonathan Demme) 

 

Week 15  

4/27: How to Survive a Plague (2012, dir. David France) 

Kenneth Bailey and Lori Lobenstine, “Social Justice in a time of Social 

Distancing” (2020) 

  Recording History Exercise due 

4/29: A Journal of the Plague Year: An Archive of COVID-19  

  Short Essay 4 due 

5/1: selected COVID-19 coverage 

  Creative Project due 

 

Finals Week – final project due; extra credit essay 2 deadline 


