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Finding Sources: Beyond Google 
• Library Databases – Go to the library homepage (library.sdsmt.edu) and go to the Library 

Resources dropdown menu. Click on Electronic Resources. There are a lot of resources 
here and which you choose to use will depend on the subject you’re researching. Good 
starting points, however, are ProQuest, JSTOR, and Academic Search Premier, which 
will cover multiple subjects. If you are researching a literary topic, MLA (Modern 
Language Association) is recommended as well. If you are researching a science / 
engineering topic, there are other more focused options. A good starting point for general 
science and engineering topics might be ScienceDirect and SciFinder. More specifically, 
for environmental topics, check out GreenFILE; for health-related topics, try Health 
Source. But don’t limit yourself to these databases. Poke around the list and see what else 
you can find that looks relevant to your topic.  

• Library Holdings – Click on Library Catalog (under the Deveraux Library banner) to 
search within the physical library. You can search for keywords and see what resources 
come up or you can search for specific items you may have discovered while exploring 
the databases above. If the library has it, you can find its call number, which tells you 
where in the library to look for it.  

 
Retrieving Sources 

• If you find a full-text article in the library databases, you can typically download it as a 
pdf to read later. Or you can read it online without downloading it. 

• If you find an ebook through the library databases, you can either read it online or you 
can download portions of an ebook (say, a chapter) as a pdf or check it out for a limited 
period of time. 

• If you find an article in the databases that is not available in full-text, you can request the 
article through Interlibrary Loan (ILL). To do so, you may be able to follow a link 
directly from the resource to request the article. You should also search the library 
catalog to make sure they do not have it on-site. If your search comes up empty, you will 
find a link to request an ILL loan there. You may also click on Interlibrary Loan/Request 
Delivery on the library website, which will provide more information about this process. 

• If you find an article that is available in hard copy in a journal the library has, you will 
need to get the journal’s call number and information about which volume and issue the 
article you need is found in. Then go find the bound volume with that article in it. You 
can read it in the library and take notes on it or make a copy to take with you. 

• If you find a book you need that the library has, you will need to get its call number and 
then find it in the stacks. Then you can, again, read it here in the library or check it out at 
the front desk (using your student ID card) and take it with you to read later. 

 
Evaluating Sources 
Once you have found and gathered your resources, you will need to read or skim them to 
evaluate their quality and usefulness to you. Here are some things to consider in doing so: 

• How current is this source? Is it out-of-date? 
• Is it from a reliable or credible person or group? 

o Is this person/group an expert in the field? 
o Do they have personal experience that makes them worth listening to?  
o Are they backed by a reputable organization?  
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o Is this person/group (or their backing organization) politically biased or 
financially motivated to take a particular position? 

o Is the source peer reviewed? 
• Does it primarily consist of fact, opinion, or propaganda? What is the source’s purpose? 
• Does the author’s language reveal signs of bias? 
• Does it include sufficient evidence? Or does it rely heavily on anecdotal evidence? Does 

the evidence come from reliable sources? Is the evidence cited properly? 
• Does the evidence provided match what you are finding from other sources?  
• Does the author present the issue fairly and without obvious manipulation or omissions? 

(This becomes easier to evaluate as you get to know the issue better.) 
• Does the author rely on any questionable assumptions or logical fallacies? 
• What is the scope of the source? Is it in-depth enough?  
• How close to the original research is this source? Ideally, you want to cite the primary 

source rather than others reporting on that primary source. 
• What do others say about this author or this publication? Has it been discredited? Are 

others critical of it? If so, why are they critical? Work on understanding the conversation 
that this particular source is part of. 

 
Citing Sources 
In this class, we will cite sources using MLA format. I use the Purdue Online Writing Lab 
(OWL) as a resource: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/. It includes general 
information about MLA format as well as details about citing many different types of sources. 
You can find instructions for citing your sources there. Here are few things I want to highlight, 
however, because they are common errors in putting together a works cited page or bibliography: 

• Be sure to list your sources in alphabetical order (according to whatever the first word in 
the entry is). 

• Do not number your list. 
• Using hanging indents, which means that the first line is at the normal margin and the 

following lines in each entry are indented.  
• Your works cited page should be double spaced throughout, with no additional space 

between entries. The hanging indent should show where each new entry begins. 
• Include URLs for any online sources. The newest version of MLA format says it’s 

optional and at the discretion of the instructor or publisher. I want the URL included. 
• List entries with the author’s name first (if there is an author to be named) and be sure to 

put the last name first. So: Tidwell, Christy rather than Christy Tidwell. 
• If there is no author to be named, skip that portion entirely and start the entry with the 

article or webpage title. 
• Pay close attention to punctuation within the entries. Make your entries look like the 

samples provided.  
• Finally, and this is vital: Any time you include someone else’s words, information, or 

ideas, you must cite the source in your text by inserting a parenthetical citation after it 
that includes the page number (except in the case of websites) and the author’s last name 
(or, if no individual author, the article or website title).  

o For instance, “blah blah blah” (Smith 50). 
o Or: Smith writes, “blah blah blah” (50). 


