
Research Narrative and Evaluation – Plan Robot Unicorn 
 
As a means of evaluating your research and seeing your sources in conversation with each other, 
you will write a narrative of your research for your paper that includes the following: 
 

1. A description of your topic and your research goals. As you begin your research, what are 
you looking for? Why did you choose that as your starting point?  

2. A step-by-step narrative of what sources you found, in what order, and how one led you 
to another or what changes you made to your search criteria along the way. In other 
words, what source did you look at first and why? Where did that source lead you? How 
did it lead you to the next source (a citation in its bibliography, a mention of an idea you 
wanted to find out more about, a refinement of your search terms based on what was 
missing from this source)? This narrative should include at least eight sources. This 
number is more than the required number of sources for your paper; this is because good 
research involves looking at more than the minimum number of required sources. 
Looking at more than the minimum gives you a better sense of the overall conversation 
and allows you to more thoroughly evaluate the quality of your sources and use only the 
best ones. Each source should be briefly summarized as you discuss it (one or two 
sentences will do). 

3. An overview of the research. What patterns have you found as you’ve followed this path? 
Write a paragraph describing the major positions on the issue and indicating which 
sources take which positions.  

4. An evaluation of the sources. How many of the sources you looked at are credible 
sources? Which are most credible and why? Which are least credible and why? 

5. A discussion of your plans. After looking at these sources, what position in the 
conversation will you take? Why? Which sources will you use? Why? What, if any, 
research do you still need to do? 

6. A page listing all the sources you looked at. Each entry should be cited using MLA 
format. This should look like your works cited page for the essay will look, following all 
basic formatting guidelines (including double spacing, hanging indents, and alphabetical 
order).  

 
Deadline: Monday, November 10th, in class 


