
Participation Report 
 
In order to get you to think actively and critically about your own contributions to the class, you 
will write a report of at least 2.5 full pages (typed, double spaced, 12 point Times New Roman 
font, etc.) in which you address the your performance in the following elements of participation, 
provide concrete examples for each, and use your commentary and examples to assign yourself a 
participation grade. Provide examples from various points in the course, not just the very end, 
and try to include at least one concrete example per point. I’m most interested in seeing you 
cover all of these points clearly, so make it obvious which point you’re discussing at any given 
point – you may even choose to use the numbers given here to organize your report instead of 
thinking of this as an essay with traditional transitions, etc.   
 
1. Attendance & preparation – This is the first, basic step for participation. If you do not come to 
class, you will not be able to contribute anything to the class. Therefore, you should make sure to 
consider how often you were present as part of your participation. Furthermore, when you did 
come to class, did you come having already done the assigned reading or watched the movies? 
Or did you expect others to help you catch up in discussion? If you didn’t come prepared, then 
you were less able to contribute and may even have slowed down the class or group by requiring 
others to make up for your lack of preparation. This should be considered as well. 
 
2. Speaking up – It is not required that you talk a lot in class to contribute or be a valuable 
member of the class, but it certainly helps. How often did you speak up in whole class 
discussions? How often did you actively participate and speak up in small groups or pairs? 
Provide examples to illustrate your participation in this way. 
 
3. Listening to and encouraging others – Talking is not the only way to contribute. Another 
important element of class and small group discussion is paying attention to others and showing 
them that you’re doing so. What have you done to indicate your interest in others’ ideas and help 
them feel comfortable speaking up? 
 
4. Quality of contributions – It’s not enough that you speak up; you need to do so in a way that is 
beneficial to everyone else. Consider the following questions in evaluating the quality of your 
contributions to class or small group discussions: 
 

a. Did you add something new to the discussion or simply repeat earlier points?  
b. If you did repeat earlier points, was that in order to clarify that idea or connect your 
own idea to it? 
c. Did you build on others’ observations or respond to their questions? 
d. Did you ask questions that prompted others to respond and join in the discussion? 
e. Did you provide unique perspectives that others could not (or did not) provide (e.g., 
perspective from your unique background or identity, knowledge from your past personal 
experiences, or information from other courses/reading)? 

 
5. Best & worst elements of your participation – Consider your strengths and weaknesses as a 
class member. What strength in participation do you think should be noted? What weakness 
could you work on improving? And what in particular can you do to improve in this area? 



 
6. After covering all of the above elements of participation, you should write a few sentences 
assigning yourself a grade and commenting on why you deserve that grade (based on the 
participation you've described above). The grade you assign yourself will be worth up to 35 
points, so you may assign yourself a number of points (e..g, 33/35), a percentage, or a letter 
grade. (If you assign yourself a letter grade or percentage, I will have to translate it into points 
according to the course's grading scale, so make sure you look at that and are aware of the cutoff 
points for each letter grade.) 
 
This assignment will be graded on how thoroughly and clearly you describe your participation, 
how effectively you use that description to make your case for the grade you give yourself, and 
at least in part on how accurate I feel your grade and self-evaluation are.  
 
Due in class on Tuesday, December 9th  
 


