
Grading Conference 
 

In order to prepare for your meeting with me to discuss your grade for Essay 1, you should do 
the following:  
 

1. Re-read your essay. Try to read it not as the author of the essay but as a critic (this is hard 
to do, but try your best).  

2. Evaluate it using the grading rubric I have provided on the resources page. It outlines the 
qualities of papers in each grade range. Decide what grade you would assign your essay 
based on these criteria. Your grade will not be determined based on what you decide, so 
just be honest in your evaluation. We will discuss any differences between the grades 
we’ve arrived at during our meeting, but if you’ve given yourself a lower grade than I 
would have, that will not hurt you.  

3. Print out a copy of your essay and make notes on it showing where its strengths and 
weaknesses are that led you to assign it that grade. You do not need to mark all strengths 
and weaknesses that you find. Aim for 2-3 main points on both the positive and negative 
side. Bring this copy to our meeting.  

 
You must come prepared to our meeting. Showing up and not being ready to evaluate your essay 
and talk about its positive and negative elements means the meeting is not successful and you 
will not get credit for it (remember that this is one of the required elements for passing the 
course).  
 
During our meeting, we will talk about what grade you would give it and what grade I have 
given it, compare notes, and discuss what you can do to improve your essay. You should come 
prepared to take notes on our conversation that you can use for revision. 
 
After our meeting, you will write a brief summary of and response to our conversation and then 
describe what you will do to improve your paper (or, if you choose not to revise, you will write 
about what you could do to improve your paper). Instructions for this short follow-up paper will 
be posted separately.  
 

 


