
Fandom Project 
 

Science fiction is known for having passionate and engaged fans. For this project, you will 
choose one science fiction fandom to explore. You may choose to approach this fandom as an 
outsider (analyzing their behaviors, trying to understand what motivates fans, looking for 
patterns, etc.) or you may choose a fandom that you belong to or wish to join and approach it as 
an insider. In either case, you will need to engage directly with the fandom (talk to people, get 
involved in online discussions, etc.) and in your paper you will be asked to explore the following 
questions with regard to the specific fandom you’ve chosen: 
 

• What is a fan? 
• What is fandom? 
• What types of behaviors (e.g., fanfiction (including slash), fanzines, videos, cosplay, 

conventions) constitute a fandom?  
• Why do these groups and behaviors exist?  
• What makes their existence possible (or likely)? 
• What do these fandoms contribute to the objects of their fan love/behavior? (I.e., what is 

the relationship between fans and culture?) 
• What are the criticisms of such fandoms? 
• Is participation in fandom valuable? How so? Consider fandom as an example of 

participatory culture as opposed to consumer culture.  
 

After exploring these questions, you will write a 2-3 page paper (this is the minimum length 
requirement - you may certainly write more than this if necessary) presenting your findings in an 
engaging and informative way. The purpose of this paper is to inform your reader about the 
specific fandom you have chosen but also to reflect on the experience and significance of 
fandom more broadly by using this specific instance as an example. This will be a more 
traditional type of essay than the creative writing project and should not simply be a list of 
answers to the above questions.  
 
Due no later than Wednesday, December 17th (at the final exam) 
 
	  


