
Extra Credit Essay 

 

There are many, many texts that could be taught in a course like this one. For extra credit, you 

can choose one of those texts (not one that was assigned this semester) and write a short paper 

explaining why that text should be taught in a science fiction course at this level. The paper 

should be at least two full pages in length and should follow all formatting guidelines for the 

course. The text you choose may be a book, short story, movie, TV show, game, etc. (although if 

you choose a TV show or game, you’ll need to consider how much of the series or game would 

be required and how the logistics of teaching a TV show or game would be different from 

teaching a shorter or less interactive text). It may be something you have read or watched 

before—whether for school or for fun—or something new to you. The only real requirement for 

the text is that it fit within the traditional parameters of science fiction. It does not have to fit into 

the structure I chose to organize this course or deal with the same themes or ideas we have 

discussed this semester, but you should be able to defend your choice based on more than your 

enjoyment of the text. Enjoyment can be part of your reasoning, but you should also be able to 

place this text in a larger literary, social, and/or historical context, show why it is important, and 

explain what students would learn from studying it. What would this book be used to 

teach? What issues does it raise? How would it fit into and contribute to a science fiction class?  

 

The assignment is to comment on the value of the text, not to summarize it. This is a proposal 

and analysis, not a book report. Therefore, I don’t want to get a summary of the text from you, 

but some summary and textual detail will need to be incorporated into your explanation of why 

this text should be taught. In other words, I’d like to see your ideas about the text anchored in the 

evidence of the text itself. If you are interested in pursuing this extra credit option (which could 

be worth up to twenty points if done well), please feel free to ask me for more ideas.   

 

The extra credit paper is due no later than Tuesday, November 25
th

, although you may turn it in 

earlier than that if you wish.  


