
Discussion Day assignment 

On the day you’ve signed up for, you will come to class prepared to present a topic you’re 
interested in writing about. You will make a 3-5 minute presentation in which you address the 
following: 

1. What is the topic? Define any terms your audience may not know, provide background 
information, explain what debates exist. 

2. Why are you interested in this topic? What drew you to it?  
3. Why is this topic significant? Why does it (or should it) matter to others? 
4. What questions do you have about the topic? What are you not sure about yet? 
5. What position do you think you’ll take on the topic/issue? 

You are not required to have a visual presentation to go along with your verbal presentation, but 
you certainly can prepare something visual (e.g., a Powerpoint or Prezi, a handout, a video) if 
you think it is relevant and will help you address the above questions/points.  

After your presentation, the class will discuss the topic and the kinds of arguments you could 
make about it.  

You will be graded on whether you cover all the required points in the time allotted, how clearly 
you present the information (this includes how well different parts of the presentation relate to 
each other and how well each individual idea is expressed and explained), how interesting you 
are able to make the topic, how well you are able to be understood (skill at oral presentation), 
and how prepared you are.  

Your presentation may be somewhat informal, but it should still be prepared and rehearsed to 
make sure you can cover all of these points in the 3-5 minute time frame. Because we will have 
multiple students giving presentations on most discussion days, you will be kept to your 5 minute 
maximum and your grade will suffer if you are not able to finish in that time.  


