
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 
 

ENGL 101:  Composition I 
Spring 2015 

CB 329—MWF 12:00-12:50 pm 
 

Basic Course Information 
Instructor:  Dr. Christy Tidwell 
Office:   CB 312 
Office Hours:  10 – 12 am WF and by appointment 
Email:   christy.tidwell@sdsmt.edu 
Office Phone:   394-5376 
 
Course Description: 
ENGL 101 is a three-credit course designed to provide practice in the skills, research, and documentation 
important to academic writing. Analysis of a variety of academic and non-academic texts, rhetorical structures, 
critical thinking, and audience will be included. The objectives are to (1) improve your writing ability, i.e. your 
ability to build an argument for a position, research information, and document sources; (2) cultivate writing as 
a process involving prewriting and revision; (3) review grammar, punctuation, and mechanics; and (4) build 
confidence in your writing ability.     
 
Required Materials: 
You will need the following books for this course. You may use any edition you wish.  
 

• 1984 by George Orwell 
• Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 

 
Any other materials will be provided by me as handouts, pdfs, or links during the semester. 
 
Grading: 
Grade distribution for the class (on a 1000 point scale) is as follows: 
  

Participation       70 
Other Work:       180 

Research Narrative    50 
Opposition Arguments   50 
Miscellaneous & In-Class Work  80 

Major Writing       750 
 Essay 1     50 
 Essay 2     50 
 Essay 3     50 
 Final Revision     600 

 
Please be advised that it is your responsibility to retain all of your assignments until after you have received 
your final grade.  You cannot formally challenge a final grade if you do not have evidence of your work. 
 
Final grades are determined on the following scale:  
   
                       930-1000:  A 
                       850-929:  B 
                       770-849:  C 



                       690-769:  D 
                       0-689:   F 
 
Pass / Fail Expectations: 
In addition to the points breakdown listed above, there are specific goals you must meet in order to pass the 
class, including conferences with me and submitting all essay assignments. I will post a checklist on D2L to 
help you keep track of these items.  
  
Late Work Policy:   
No late work will be accepted. The due dates for all assignments are final. If you must miss class for a school-
sponsored event on the day an assignment is due, your work may be accepted at another time if you make 
arrangements with me ahead of time.  
 
Major Projects: 
You will write three research-based persuasive essays this semester. Two of these essays will build upon the 
reading and discussion we do as a class and the third will be on a topic you choose. The majority of your grade 
in the class will be based on the revision you do of one of these three essays after getting feedback from me, and 
you must submit all three essays in hard copy by their deadlines in order to pass the class. More information 
will be posted on D2L as deadlines approach.  
  
Conferences: 
You will meet with me individually multiple times over the course of the semester. You will sign up for 
conference times as we approach those points in the semester. We will meet to discuss drafts and progress on 
your writing and to assign grades for your major writing projects (not including end-of-semester projects). 
These meetings are a required component of the course.  
 
Participation: 
Your participation grade will be determined by a combination of two separate factors:  1) you will present a 
report evaluating your own participation over the course of the semester and completion of this report will itself 
account for a portion of your participation grade; 2) as part of the participation report you will assign yourself a 
grade for your participation, which, unless it significantly conflicts with my own perception of your 
participation, will be the grade you receive for the rest of the participation points available. More details are 
posted on D2L. 
 
Attendance:  
I will take attendance every day, but no portion of your grade will be devoted to simple attendance and there 
will be no absolute penalties for missing class or arriving late in itself.  However, there will be other 
consequences for not attending class. You will not be able to make up any missed points from graded in-class 
work or participate in class activities, and, obviously, you will miss out on exercises and discussions that will 
help you prepare for the major projects of the course. Therefore, you will be expected to attend in order to 
receive the full benefit of the class.  

Note: If you must miss class due to a school-sponsored event, you may make up missed points for in-
class work, but you may only do if you let me know about your absence ahead of time.  

 
D2L: 
We will use D2L in this course for communication and as a way for me to share files and links with you. You 
will also be able to keep up with your grade in the course on D2L. Please check in on the course’s D2L page 
soon and regularly throughout the semester.  
 
Communication: 
I have provided you with my email and my office phone number so that you can contact me whenever you have 
a question. You can also contact me via D2L. You have a responsibility to keep up with activity on D2L. You 



can also stop by and see me in my office during my office hours if you have questions (or at any other time I 
may be there). 
 
Technology Policy: 
Research shows that we are not nearly as good at multitasking as we think we are and that multitasking 
decreases what students get out of class. More importantly, seeing others multitasking (specifically laptop use) 
decreases learning as well. Therefore, in order to give all students the best possible chance at succeeding, the 
course includes the following policies regarding technology: 

• If you are seated where others can see your laptop screen, either do not use your laptop or use it only 
in tablet mode to avoid becoming a distraction for others.  

• All students may use laptops and other devices in any configuration during small group or peer 
review sessions. 

In general, I am uninterested in policing your use of technology and if you choose not to pay attention, then that 
is your business. The only reason that this policy exists is to prevent your individual choice from negatively 
affecting nearby students who may be attempting to pay attention.  
 
Academic Integrity: 
The work you submit must be your own original work that has been written specifically for this course. 
Plagiarism is the presentation of another person’s work as your own, whether intentional or not. Copying or 
paraphrasing passages from another writer’s work without acknowledging that you have done so is plagiarism. 
Allowing another writer to write any part of your essay is plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. It is easily 
detected and will not be tolerated.  Students who violate School of Mines rules on scholastic dishonesty are 
subject to disciplinary sanctions. Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the 
School of Mines, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.  Refer to the academic integrity 
section in the Mines catalog for more detailed information or come talk to me if you have any questions. The 
policy regarding plagiarism in this class is that a first offense will result in a failing grade for the relevant 
assignment; a second offense will result in failure of the course. These are serious consequences, so you should 
make sure to understand what constitutes plagiarism (come talk to me if you have questions) and to do your 
own work.   
 
Drop Policy: 
I will not and cannot drop anyone from the course.  It is your responsibility to execute drop procedures correctly 
and within the deadlines. If you stop attending class but do not officially drop the course you will receive an F. 
 
ADA Accommodation:  
Students with special needs or requiring special accommodations should contact the instructor and the campus 
ADA coordinator, Megan Reder, at 394-6988, at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Freedom in Learning:   
Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance shall be evaluated solely on an 
academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards.  Students should be free 
to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about 
matters of opinion, but students are still responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which 
they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation is unrelated to academic standards but is 
related instead to judgment of their personal opinion should contact Dr. Duane Hrncir, the Provost and Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, to initiate a review of the evaluation. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes:    
ENGL 101 can be used in partial fulfillment of General Education Goal 1. 
GenEd GOAL#1:  Students will write effectively and responsibly and will understand and interpret the written expression of others. 
Student Learning Outcomes:  As a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will: 
1.  Write using standard American English, including correct punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure. 



Assessment:  Students will 
• Recognize and repair common errors in grammar, punctuation, and usage in papers. 
• Apply standard English grammar, punctuation, and other mechanical aspects to all written assignments. 
• Compose clear, effective sentences and combine them into focused, coherent paragraphs that match the assigned writing 

purpose. 
• Improve their mastery of punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure through class discussions/exercises, quizzes, 

instructor feedback, and the draft and revision process. 
2.  Write logically. 
Assessment:  Students will 

• Recognize and repair common focus and organization errors in their papers. 
• Apply common organizational strategies to all written assignments. 
• Write clear, effective paragraphs and combine them into a logical sequence and focal pattern that matches the assigned 

writing purpose. 
• Improve their mastery of organization and logical writing through class discussions, written exercises, instructor feedback, 

and the draft and revision process.   
3.  Write persuasively, with a variety of rhetorical strategies (e.g. expository, argumentative, descriptive). 
Assessment:  Students will 

• Identify and repair common rhetorical and reasoning errors in their papers. 
• Apply common rhetorical and reasoning strategies to all written assignments. 
• Design and produce writing using appropriate rhetorical strategies that match audience needs and assigned writing purpose. 
• Improve their mastery of persuasion and rhetorical strategies through class discussions, written exercises, instructor feedback, 

and the draft and revision process. 
4.  Incorporate formal research and documentation into their writing, including research obtained through modern, technology-based 
research tools. 
Assessment:  Students will 

• Identify and repair common documentation errors in their papers. 
• Apply common research strategies to all written assignments that require it. 
• Design and produce writing using appropriate research tools that match audience needs, proper documentation requirements, 

professional ethical standards, and assigned writing purpose. 
• Improve their mastery of research and documentation methods through class discussion, written exercises, quizzes, instructor 

feedback, and the draft and revision process. 



Course Schedule 
(All dates and assignments subject to change.) 

 
Week 1 

1/12: syllabus; introductions 
1/14: defining argument; introduction to warrants & appeals 
1/16: citing & evaluating sources 

 
Week 2 

1/19: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – no class 
1/21: George Orwell, 1984 
 connections paper due 
1/23: 1984, continued 
 connections paper due 

 
Week 3 

1/26: 1984, continued 
 connections paper due 
1/28: 1984, continued 
 connections paper due 
1/30: 1984, continued 
 connections paper due 

 
Week 4 

2/2: fallacies exercise 
2/4: citing sources exercise 
2/6: research skills – library day 

 
Week 5 

2/9: thesis work 
  opposition argument #1 due 

2/11: peer review 
2/13: Essay 1 due 

 
Week 6 

2/16: Presidents’ Day – no class 
2/18: conferences – read Just Mercy 
2/20: conferences – read Just Mercy 

 
Week 7 

2/23: discuss Just Mercy 
  reading response due 

2/25: discussion & student research mini-presentations  
2/27: discussion & student research mini-presentations  
 

Week 8 
3/2: discussion & student research mini-presentations  
3/4: discussion & student research mini-presentations  
3/6: discussion & student research mini-presentations  

local organizations paper or budget scenario paper due 
 
SPRING BREAK 



Week 9 
3/16: thesis work 

  opposition argument #2 due 
3/18: peer review 
3/20: Essay 2 due 

 
Week 10 

3/23: presentations 
3/25: presentations 
3/27: presentations 

 
Week 11 

3/30: presentations 
 issue proposal due 
4/1: presentations 
4/3: Easter Break – no class 

 
Week 12 

4/6: presentations 
4/8: presentations 
4/10: style exercise 

research narrative due  
 
Week 13 

4/13: thesis work 
  opposition argument #3 due 

4/15: peer review 
4/17: Essay 3 due 

 
Week 14 

4/20: conferences 
4/22: conferences 
4/24: conferences 

 
Week 15 

4/27: revision work – bring essays with comments to class 
4/29: revision peer review 
5/1: in-class writing 
 participation report due 

 
Finals Week 
No final exam – final revised paper and commentary paper 


