
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 
 

HUM 100: Introduction to Humanities 
Spring 2013 

CB 330 – MWF 2:00 – 2:50 
 

Basic Course Information 
Instructor:  Dr. Christy Tidwell 
Office:   CB 312 
Office Hours:  1 – 2 MWF and by appointment 
Email:   christy.tidwell@sdsmt.edu 
Office Phone:   394-5376 
 
Course Description & Goals: 
Humanities 100 introduces students to humanistic knowledge and inquiry by focusing on connections among 
humanities disciplines (art, languages, literature, music, philosophy, film, religion) as they have appeared 
throughout western civilization. This course may be used in partial fulfillment of General Education Goal 4.  
 
This course will be focused on exploring the humanities and what it means to be human via the zombie 
phenomenon. We will read zombie novels and stories, watch zombie films, and explore zombies in music and 
art; these zombie narratives will provide a means for us to address larger philosophical and/or religious 
questions and concepts. For instance, how do we deal with people who are different from us? What is the line 
between human and nonhuman? What is free will and how much of it do we really have? 
 
Warning: Because of the focus of the class, some of the works we will examine will include adult themes. Be 
aware of this and be aware also that you will be expected to approach this content as fully and as thoughtfully as 
you would any other object of study. If you are not prepared to read about, watch, or discuss violence, sex, or 
cursing, please consider another course.  
 
Required Texts: 
 
Books: 

• Alden Bell, The Reapers Are the Angels 
• Mira Grant, Feed 
• Daryl Gregory, Raising Stony Mayhall 
• Zombies, Vampires, and Philosophy: New Life for the Undead, ed. Richard Greene and K. Silem 

Mohammad 

Films: 
• Night of the Living Dead, dir. George Romero 
• Dawn of the Dead, dir. George Romero 
• Shaun of the Dead, dir. Edgar Wright 
• 28 Days Later, dir. Danny Boyle 

 
Please note that although we may look at selected scenes or shots from the assigned films in class, we will not 
watch the entire films during class. You will be expected to watch the films on your own time, and you are 
therefore responsible for renting, buying, or downloading them yourself.  
 
Any other assigned texts will be provided via Edmodo as links or pdf files.  
 



 
Grading: 
Your grade will be based on the writing you do this semester (including two essays, regular responses to the 
reading assignments, and occasional homework assignments and/or quizzes), two exams, a group presentation 
and paper, and participation in class discussion and groupwork. 
  
Grade distribution for the class (on a 1000 point scale) is as follows: 
  

Responses    60 
Zombie Art group project  100 
Participation    100 
Exam 1    100 
Essay 1    150 
Essay 2    200 
Final Exam    200 
Other Work    90 

 
Please be advised that it is your responsibility to retain all of your assignments until after you have received 
your final grade.  You cannot formally challenge a final grade if you do not have evidence of your work. 
 
Final grades are determined on the following scale:  
   
                        930-1000:  A 
                        850-929:  B 
                        770-849:  C 
                        690-769:  D 
                        0-689:   F 
  
Late Work Policy:   
No late work will be accepted. The due dates for all assignments are final, and problems with Edmodo, your 
computer, or the internet will not be accepted as an excuse for getting work in late. If you have trouble with 
Edmodo when it is time to submit any of your work, you should email me an attachment to ensure that your 
work will be received on time. That email should still be received by the deadline, which means you should 
plan to turn in your work before the very last second in order to avoid this problem. Be sure to check that your 
assignment has uploaded to Edmodo when you submit. You will not get a chance to re-upload after the deadline 
has passed.  
 
Responses: 
To ensure that you keep up with the reading and come prepared to participate in class, you will write twenty 
(20) short responses over the course of the semester. Each response is worth three points and should include all 
of the following elements: 
 

1. An answer to at least one of the following questions (this should be at least a paragraph in length): 
a. What was most interesting about the assigned reading/viewing for today? Why is this interesting 

as well as significant/meaningful?  
b. What connections do you see between today’s reading/viewing and other texts from the course 

(or outside the course, for that matter) or conversations we have had earlier in the semester? Why 
are these connections significant or meaningful? 

c. What was most difficult or challenging for you in today’s reading/viewing? This might not just 
refer to things that are intellectually difficult but also to things that are emotionally difficult. 
What makes this difficult? Why  might this difficulty be significant or meaningful?  



2. A quote from the text (or description of a visual element for the film) that you found interesting or 
significant and would like to discuss and commentary on this quote (i.e., what do you think about this 
quote? why did you choose it? what makes it interesting to you?) or a question about the quote that you 
could ask the rest of the class.  

3. A discussion question to ask the class (this question should be distinct from any questions included as 
part of #2).  

 
On some days there may be more than one reading assignment, but you need only respond to one of them in 
your response. These responses will help you prepare for class discussions and generate ideas for your 
essays. Be ready to discuss your responses and ideas during class. I want you to share your ideas and questions 
with the class.   
 
It is your responsibility to keep track of how many responses you have turned in. You do not need to turn in a 
response every day we have assigned reading in order to accumulate 20 responses, but you may not turn in more 
than one response per day. In other words, you will need to write a response most days we have reading (though 
not every day) and will not be allowed to let this slide and then turn in a bunch of responses at the very end of 
the semester. Be aware that although you will be able to skip a few days and still submit enough responses to 
get full credit, you must have turned in all 20 responses by April 10th as there are no more assigned readings 
after that date. 
 
Furthermore, you must be in class to turn in a response. Their purpose is not simply to get you thinking about 
the readings but also to provide a starting point for class discussion.  To this end, the response will be the only 
out-of-class assignment in this course that you will submit in hard copy. When you come to class, you should 
have a typed response to turn in at the end of our session. Note: If you must miss class due to a school-
sponsored event, you may turn in your response on another date or in absentia if and only if you let me 
know about your absence ahead of time.  
 
These responses will be graded simply.  Your grade will not be based on grammar, mechanics, spelling, etc. 
(unless grammatical or other problems interfere with my understanding of your ideas), nor will it be based on 
whether or not I agree with your ideas about or interpretation of the text. Your grade will be based on whether 
or not you respond thoughtfully and engage with the text, raise intelligent questions (not limited to plot), make 
interesting connections, and generally respond in productive ways.     
  
Zombie Art Group Project: 
 
A few days will be set aside at the end of the semester for group presentations on zombie-related art. You will 
be assigned groups to work with in researching zombie art, choosing a specific artist or work of art to focus on 
and developing a presentation that informs the rest of the class about that artist or work and draws out 
connections with other texts and ideas from earlier in the semester.  
 
More information about this assignment will be posted on Edmodo and groups will be assigned before spring 
break. 
 
Essays: 
You will write two essays this semester on topics provided by me. Specific instructions will be provided on 
Edmodo as the assignments arise. 
 
Exams: 
There will be two exams during the semester. The content of these exams will be determined and discussed as 
we approach them. For these exams you will be responsible for the texts, class discussions, any lectures I give, 
and information posted on Edmodo. 
  



Participation: 
Your participation grade will be determined by a combination of two separate factors: 1) you will present a 
report evaluating your own participation over the course of the semester and completion of this report will itself 
account for a portion of your participation grade; 2) as part of the participation report you will assign yourself a 
grade for your participation, which, unless it significantly conflicts with my own perception of your 
participation, will be the grade you receive for the rest of the participation points available. More detailed 
information will be made available on Edmodo.  
  
Attendance:  
I will take attendance every day, but no portion of your grade will be devoted to simple attendance and there 
will be no absolute penalties for missing class or arriving late in itself.  However, there will be other 
consequences for not attending class. You will not be able to submit a response paper for the day, you will not 
be able to make up any missed points from graded in-class work, and, obviously, you will miss out on 
presentations, lectures, and discussions that will help you better understand the texts and prepare for the major 
projects of the course. Therefore, you will be expected to attend in order to receive the full benefit of the class. 
 
Extra Credit: 
There will be one extra credit assignment offered this semester. More detail will be made available on Edmodo.  
 
Edmodo: 
In addition to reading the syllabus and keeping up with the reading schedule, you must also sign up at Edmodo 
(www.edmodo.com) and join our HUM 100 – Spring 2013 group.  To do this, you should go to 
www.edmodo.com and sign up as a student. Please sign up under your real name, the name you go by in class, 
and not a screen name. Signing up is easy and only requires you to provide the group code and your name 
(email is not required by the system but is recommended as it is an easy way to keep up with posts to the group) 
and choose a username and password.  The group code, which you will need to join the group, is pvf6op (If you 
manage to get signed up for Edmodo and are still not signed up for our group, there should be an option to join 
groups once you’re signed in to your account.) 
 
You will submit all assignments (other than the responses) through Edmodo and I will use Edmodo to make 
announcements and post details about assignments. You can also keep up with your grade over the course of the 
semester through Edmodo. You should visit the site today to make sure you are signed up and able to submit 
the syllabus quiz before our next class meeting.   
 
If you have any questions about the site as you use it, please email me.  If you ever have any trouble submitting 
homework through the site (perhaps the site is undergoing maintenance or having a technical issue), you should 
still submit the homework on time by emailing it directly to me (as a .doc or .docx attachment) at my School of 
Mines email address. Edmodo problems are not a valid excuse for not turning in homework on time. 
 
Communication: 
I have provided you with my email and my office phone number so that you can contact me whenever you have 
a question. When I need to contact you or when there are course announcements to be made, I will use Edmodo 
to do so. This means that you have a responsibility to check Edmodo regularly.   
 
Academic Integrity: 
The work you submit must be your own original work that has been written specifically for this course. 
Plagiarism is the presentation of another person’s work as your own, whether intentional or not. Copying or 
paraphrasing passages from another writer’s work without acknowledging that you have done so is plagiarism. 
Allowing another writer to write any part of your essay is plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. It is easily 
detected and will not be tolerated.  Students who violate School of Mines rules on scholastic dishonesty are 
subject to disciplinary sanctions. Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the 



School of Mines, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.  Refer to the academic integrity 
section in the Mines catalog for more detailed information or come talk to me if you have any questions. 
  
The policy regarding plagiarism in this class is that a first offense will result in a failing grade for the relevant 
assignment; a second offense will result in failure of the course. These are serious consequences, so you should 
make sure to understand what constitutes plagiarism (come talk to me if you have questions) and to do your 
own work.   
 
Drop Policy: 
I will not and cannot drop anyone from the course.  It is your responsibility to execute drop procedures correctly 
and within the deadlines. If you stop attending class but do not officially drop the course you will receive an F. 
 
ADA Accommodation:  
Students with special needs or requiring special accommodations should contact the instructor and the campus 
ADA coordinator, Jolie McCoy, at 394-1924, at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Freedom in Learning:   
Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance shall be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on 
opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards.  Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or 
views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but students are still responsible for learning 
the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation is unrelated to 
academic standards but is related instead to judgment of their personal opinion should contact Dr. Duane Hrncir, the Provost and Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, to initiate a review of the evaluation. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes:    
Humanities 100 meets the requirements for a GenEd GOAL #4 course:  Students will understand the diversity and complexity of the 
human experience through the study of the arts and the humanities.  As a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will: 
 
1.  Demonstrate knowledge of diversity of values, beliefs, and ideas embodied in the human experience. 
 Assessment:  Students will: 

• Recognize the role of science fiction literature in reflecting and defining values, beliefs, and ideas through reading, analysis, 
and discussion of science fiction writers and texts from the 19th century to the present. 

• Improve their comprehension of diverse values, beliefs, and ideas through exercises, quizzes, exams, instructor feedback, 
written assignments and essays, oral presentations, and the reading, analysis, and discussion of science fiction texts of the 
period. 

 
2.  Identify and explain basic concepts of the selected disciplines within the arts and humanities. 
 Assessment:  Students will: 

• Identify representative works of science fiction through reading, analysis, and discussion of science fiction texts from the 19th 
century to the present. 

• Distinguish major movements in science fiction through reading, discussion, and analysis of writers and texts of this period. 
• Improve their comprehension of representative science fiction writers and movements through exercises, quizzes, exams, 

instructor feedback, written assignments and essays, oral presentations, and the reading, analysis, and discussion of science 
fiction texts of the period. 

 
In addition, as a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will be able to: 
 
3.  Identify and explain the contribution of other cultures from the perspective of the selected disciplines within the arts and 
humanities. 
 Assessment:  Students will: 

• Recognize the role of science fiction literature in reflecting and defining diverse cultures through reading, analysis, and 
discussion of science fiction writers and texts from the 19th century to the present. 

• Improve their comprehension of the diverse cultures represented in science fiction through exercises, quizzes, exams, 
instructor feedback, written assignments and essays, oral presentations, and the reading, analysis, and discussion of science 
fiction texts of the period. 

 
4.  Demonstrate creative and aesthetic understanding. 
 Assessment:  Students will: 



• Recognize some of the aesthetic principles that shape science fiction works through the reading, analysis, and discussion of 
the language of science fiction from the 19th century to the present. 

• Improve their comprehension of aesthetic principles that shape science fiction through exercises, quizzes, exams, instructor 
feedback, written assignments and essays, oral presentations, and the reading, analysis, and discussion of science fiction texts 
of the period. 

 
5.  Explain and interpret formal and stylistic elements of the literary or fine arts. 
 Assessment:  Students will: 

• Recognize some of the formal and stylistic elements of science fiction literature through reading, analysis, and discussion of 
science fiction works from the 19th century to the present. 

• Practice the art of writing about formal and stylistic elements of science fiction by using appropriate rhetorical strategies that 
match audience needs and assigned writing purpose. 

• Improve their comprehension of formal and stylistic elements of science fiction through exercises, quizzes, exams, instructor 
feedback, written assignments and essays, oral presentations, and the reading, analysis, and discussion of science fiction texts 
of the period. 

 
 



Course Schedule 
(All dates and assignments subject to change.) 

 
Week 1 
 1/11: syllabus; defining terms – zombies, humans, horror, science fiction 
  excerpts from Stephen King and Kevin Boon 
 
Week 2 
 1/14: Night of the Living Dead (1968) 
 1/16: Night of the Living Dead, continued 
 1/18: Craig DeLancy, “A Purple Heart” 
  William S. Larkin, “Res Corporealis: Persons, Bodies, and Zombies,” pp. 15-26 in ZV&P 
 
Week 3 
 1/21: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – no class 
 1/23: Dawn of the Dead (1978) 
 1/25: Dawn of the Dead, continued 

Matthew Walker, “When There’s No More Room in Hell, the Dead Will Shop the Earth:  
Romero and Aristotle on Zombies, Happiness, and Consumption,” pp. 81-89 in ZV&P 

 
Week 4 
 1/28: Simon Clark, “The Undead Martyr: Sex, Death, and Revolution in George Romero’s Zombie  

Films,” pp. 197-209 in ZV&P 
  Leah A. Murray, “When They Aren’t Eating Us, They Bring Us Together: Zombies and the  

American Social Contract,” pp. 211-220 in ZV&P 
 1/30: Shaun of the Dead 
 2/1: Shaun of the Dead, continued 
  Jonathan Coulton, “Re Your Brains” 
 
Week 5 
 2/4: Hamish Thompson, “‘She’s Not Your Mother Anymore, She’s a Zombie!’: Zombies, Value, and  

Personal Identity,” pp. 27-37 in ZV&P 
  Dale Jacquette, “Zombie Gladiators,” pp. 105-118 in ZV&P 
 2/6: prepare for exam 
 2/8: Exam 1 
 
Week 6 
 2/11: Mira Grant, Feed 
 2/13: Feed, continued 
 2/15: Feed, continued 
 
Week 7 
 2/18: Presidents’ Day – no class 
 2/20: Feed, continued 
 2/22: Jess Walter, “Don’t Eat Cat” 
 
Week 8 
 2/25: Karina Sumner-Smith, “When the Zombies Win” 
  thesis statement due 
 2/27: reading TBA 
 3/1: Essay 1 due 
 



SPRING BREAK 
 
Week 9 
 3/11: Alden Bell, Reapers Are the Angels 
 3/13: Reapers, continued 
 3/15: Reapers, continued 
 
Week 10 
 3/18: Reapers, continued 
 3/20: Reapers, continued 
 3/22: K. Silem Mohammad, “Zombies, Rest, and Motion: Spinoza and the Speed of Undeath,” pp. 91- 

102 in ZV&P 
 
Week 11 
 3/25: 28 Days Later 
 3/27: 28 Days Later, continued 
 3/29: Easter Break – no class 
 
Week 12 
 4/1: Easter Break – no class 
 4/3: Daryl Gregory, Raising Stony Mayhall 
 4/5: Raising Stony Mayhall, continued 
 
Week 13 
 4/8: Raising Stony Mayhall, continued 
  Larry Hauser, “Zombies, Blade Runner, and the Mind-Body Problem,” pp. 53-66 in ZV&P 
 4/10: Raising Stony Mayhall, continued 
 4/12: Essay 2 due 
 
Week 14 
 4/15: preparation for group presentations 
 4/17: group presentations 
 4/19: group presentations 
 
Week 15 
 4/22: group presentations 
 4/24: group presentations  
 4/26: prepare for final exam 
 
Finals Week 
Final exam scheduled for April 30th, from 11 am – 12:50 pm 
 

Note: The university schedules the final exams. Please make your travel plans accordingly, and do not 
request an early exam.  

 


