
  The University of Texas at Arlington 
 

English 3370: Gender & Environment 
Spring 2012 

TR 12:30 – 1:50 
 

Basic Course Information 
Instructor:  Christy Tidwell 
Office:   606 Carlisle Hall 
Office Hours:  4:00 – 5:30 MW or by appointment 
Email:   tidwellc@uta.edu or christy.tidwell@gmail.com  
Phone:    817-272-2692 (English Department – leave a message) 
 
Course Description: 
Gender continues to shape how we imagine our place in the natural world—which can be problematic not only 
for environmental movements but for humans, as gendered beings. Although historically, the American 
wilderness has been seen as a place for rugged men, counter traditions posit the wilderness as a place of 
freedom from gender restrictions, a place of female power, or a place apart from heteronormativity. We will 
discuss these issues and others as we read poetry, essays, and longer works of fiction and nonfiction. Topics 
will include man-making in the wilderness; masculinity and mountaintop removal; walking away from gender; 
alliances in the new West; nature, heteronormativity, and sexual diversity; reproduction and environment; 
feminist environmentalisms; gender, toxins, and risk culture. We will be fortunate to hear superb speakers in the 
Hermanns lecture series on “Animal Studies,” Friday, March 30th! 
  
Course Objectives: 
  

1. To introduce students to significant concepts, questions, and ideas in both environmental and gender 
studies. 

2. To provide students with the tools and the opportunities to analyze and interpret literature and film by 
applying concepts and questions from environmental and gender studies. 

3. To improve students’ skills, more generally, in reading, writing, researching, and public speaking. 
  
Student Learning Outcomes: 
  

1. Students should demonstrate an understanding of a wide range of ideas, questions, and concepts in 
environmental and gender studies. 

2. Students should demonstrate their abilities to think critically about the essays and theories using 
analysis, comparison, contrast, argument, critique, and evaluation. 

3. Students should be able to analyze and interpret the literature and the films by applying the concepts, 
texts, questions and paradigms contained in the lectures and readings. 

4. Students should be able to perform independent research, using the MLA bibliography and other 
methods, and to incorporate that research into an original scholarly essay. 

5. Students should be able to formulate original, illuminating, and persuasive ideas about all the essays, 
literature and films in the class. These ideas should reflect an understanding of the content of the course. 

6. Students should be able to express their ideas in clear, logical, organized, concise, and persuasive ways, 
in both written and oral forms. 

  
Warning: This course will contain texts that represent adult themes and content, and we will discuss these 
things in class. Although the goal of the course is not to offend, some people are nonetheless offended by such 
content and discussion; if you think you will have a problem with reading about or discussing any of these 
things, please consider taking a different course. 



  
Required Texts: 
You will need the following books for this class: 
  

Seeing Nature Through Gender, ed. Virginia J. Scharff 
Desert Solitaire, Edward Abbey 
Wounded, Percival Everett 
Strange As This Weather Has Been, Ann Pancake 
Having Faith: An Ecologist’s Journey to Motherhood, Sandra Steingraber 
White Noise, Don DeLillo 
So Far From God, Ana Castillo 

  
These should all be available at the UTA bookstore, but any edition of these books will do, including 
ebooks. All other required reading will be found online by following the links provided on the course schedule 
or will be given either as handouts or as pdf files through Blackboard. 
  
Important note on book orders: Dr. Alaimo originally ordered two additional books that you are not required to 
purchase: Stories from the Country of Lost Borders by Mary Austin and Removing Mountains: Extracting 
Nature and Identity in the Appalachian Coalfields by Rebecca R. Scott. We will be reading from these books 
but only fairly short extracts, so I can scan them as pdfs for you if you do not buy the book. On the other hand, 
you might find it interesting to read more from these books than we have time to cover in class. 
  
You will also need to watch assigned films (Brokeback Mountain, Deliverance, and Princess Mononoke) 
outside of class and will be responsible for renting, buying, or downloading them yourself.  We will watch 
selected scenes from the films/episodes in class but we will not take the time to watch the entire film or TV 
episode in class; you must access and watch them before our class discussions.  
  
Grading: 
Your grade will be based on the writing you do this semester (both in and out of class), exams, and participation 
in class discussion, online forums, and groupwork.  
  
Grade Distribution for the class (on a 1,000 point scale) is as follows: 
 
 Short Essay     150 
 Midterm Exam    150 
 Final Exam     200 
 Final Essay     300 
 Participation      100 
 Journal      100 
  
Please be advised that it is your responsibility to retain all of your assignments until after you have received 
your final grade. You cannot formally challenge a final grade if you do not have evidence of your 
work. However, you will have ample opportunity to discuss all assignments with me before they are due and to 
discuss your grades with me as the semester progresses; thus, at the end of the semester, ALL GRADES FOR 
THIS COURSE ARE FINAL—I will not consider any last-minute arguments that your grade should be 
improved. If you are having difficulties meeting class requirements or do not understand my feedback or what 
you should do to improve your work, please talk to me immediately—the end of the semester is too late to have 
those kinds of conversations. 
  
In accordance with the UTA undergraduate catalogue, final grades are as follows: 
 
                 90-100%:     A              



 80-89%:     B 
 70-79%:     C 
 60-69%:     D 
 Below 60%:     F  
  
**Students should not call the English office for their final grade.      
  
Late Work Policy:  
No late work will be accepted. The due dates for all assignments are final and Blackboard problems will not be 
accepted as an excuse for getting work in late. If you have trouble with Blackboard when it is time to submit 
any of your work, you should email me an attachment to ensure that your work will be received on time. That 
email should still be received by the deadline, which means you should plan to turn in your work before the 
very last second to avoid this problem. 
  
Exams:  
There will be one mid-term exam and one final exam. For these exams you will be responsible for the texts, 
class discussions (both in class and on Blackboard), and any lectures I give or presentations given by 
students. The exams may contain some identification and short answer questions, but most of the points will be 
from essay questions. The final exam will be comprehensive. 
  
Essays:  
You will write two essays this semester. The first essay will be a short, four page essay focused on analysis of at 
least one of the texts read early in the semester; the second essay will be a longer final project. More specific 
instructions will be provided as the assignments arise; see schedule for due dates. 
  
Journal: 
You will be expected to have a journal or notebook dedicated to this course in which you take notes about your 
reading, do freewriting and other exercises in class, etc. Within the first week of school, you must therefore buy 
a journal or notebook and then begin bringing it to every class period. You also have the option of keeping your 
journal electronically, in which case you will need to bring a laptop, iPad, or other device to use for writing to 
class every day and to have a dedicated file (.doc or .docx) for your journal that you can submit when required. I 
will occasionally ask you to turn your journal in to me so that I can read over what you’ve written. The purpose 
of this assignment is for you to write about your own ideas and responses, to generate questions to bring to class 
discussion, and develop analyses that you could potentially use for the essays and exams; this assignment 
should not focus on summary or in-class notes. 
  
More details regarding this assignment are posted on Blackboard.  
  
Participation:  
Your active, informed participation is crucial to the success of the course. Carefully prepare for each class 
period by doing the reading and watching the films in a rigorous and inquisitive manner. Use your journal to 
help you prepare for these class discussions. Every day that you come to class you should have something 
valuable to say. Participation will be graded according to the quality and quantity of each student’s 
contributions to class discussions throughout the course. I will assess participation at the very end of the course. 
  
Attendance: 
I will take attendance every day, but no portion of your grade will be devoted to simple attendance and there 
will be no absolute penalties for missing class or arriving late in itself. However, there will be other 
consequences for not attending class.  You will not be able to earn participation credit if you do not attend class 
and you will not be able to make up any missed points from graded in-class work, and, obviously, you will miss 
out on presentations, lectures, and discussions that will help you better understand the texts and prepare for the 



short papers and the major projects of the course. Therefore, you will be expected to attend in order to receive 
the full benefit of the class. 
  
Communication: 
This course requires students to have access to a computer with internet capabilities in order to participate in 
peer review workshops and Blackboard discussions and in order to get assignments and readings throughout the 
semester (if you do not own a computer or have internet access at home, there are computer labs available on 
campus that you can use). You will submit most assignments and receive feedback through Blackboard, so be 
sure you understand how to navigate the site. It is your responsibility to keep up with course announcements 
and assignments by checking your UTA email and Blackboard regularly.  
  
I have provided you with both of my regular emails and the English department phone number so that you can 
contact me whenever you have a question. I am happy to communicate with students through email. However, 
please make sure you have consulted the syllabus for answers before you send me an email, and remember that 
I do not monitor my email 24 hours a day and so I may not get back to you immediately. I check it periodically 
during the week and occasionally on the weekend.  
  
When I need to contact you, I will do so through your UTA student email; therefore, you have a responsibility 
to know what your UTA email address is and to check it regularly as well as to log in to Blackboard regularly to 
check for assignments, updates, and messages. Blackboard is where I will post announcements or additional 
information about the course, including notes about changes to the schedule, additional details about 
assignments, or more information following discussions.  
  
The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University “MavMail” address as the sole official means 
of communication with students. MavMail is used to remind students of important deadlines, advertise events 
and activities, and permit the University to conduct official transactions exclusively by electronic means. For 
example, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation are now 
sent to students through the MavMail system. All students are assigned a MavMail account. Students are 
responsible for checking their MavMail regularly. Information about activating and using MavMail is available 
athttp://www.uta.edu/oit/email/. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, and it remains 
active even after they graduate from UT Arlington. 
  
Academic Honesty: 
The work you submit must be your own original work, written for this course. Plagiarism is the presentation of 
another person’s work as your own, whether intentional or not. Copying or paraphrasing passages from another 
writer’s work without acknowledging that you have done so is plagiarism. Allowing another writer to write any 
part of your essay is plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious crime. It is easily detected and will not be 
tolerated. Students who violate University rules on scholastic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary sanctions, 
including the possibility of failure in the course and dismissal from the University. Since dishonesty harms the 
individual, all students, and the integrity of the University, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly 
enforced. Visit UTA’s Academic Integrity page for more detailed information or come talk to me if you have 
any questions. 
  
The policy regarding plagiarism in this class is that a first offense will result in a failing grade for the relevant 
assignment; a second offense will result in failure of the course. These are serious consequences, so you should 
make sure to understand what constitutes plagiarism (come talk to me if you have questions) and to do your 
own work.  
  
Drop Policy: 
I will not and cannot drop anyone from the course. It is your responsibility to execute drop procedures correctly 
and within the deadlines. After the late registration period has ended, if you wish to drop the class you 



should not visit the English office to do so. You must speak with me and get my signature on the proper form; 
you must then discuss the consequences of dropping the course with your major advisor.  
  
The Writing Center: 
The Writing Center, Room 411 in the Central Library, offers guidance to UT-Arlington students on writing 
assignments. During Spring 2012, Writing Center hours are 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Friday; and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. Appointments are for 45 minutes. Students must register with the 
Writing Center before making appointments and should bring a printed copy of their assignment sheet, any 
instructor or peer comments and their draft to the appointment. You may register and schedule appointments 
and find many other valuable resources and information online at http://www.uta.edu/owl. 
 
Writing Center consultants assist students with writing development, from understanding an assignment and 
brainstorming ideas or revising an early draft, to polishing a final document. However, the Writing Center is not 
a document editing service; consultants will not identify or correct every grammar or spelling error, nor will 
they rewrite student assignments. They focus on improving writing skills and helping students become better 
editors of their own writing, which includes learning to identify and correct their own grammar, punctuation and 
editing errors. 
  
Americans with Disabilities Act:  
The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal 
equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT 
Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to 
discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must 
provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for 
Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for 
an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for 
obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the 
Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364. 
  
Necessary Changes: 
I have tried to make this syllabus as complete and as thorough as possible. Even so, during the course of the 
semester I may be required to alter, add, or abandon certain policies and assignments. I reserve the right to make 
such changes as they become necessary. 
 

 



Course Schedule 
(All dates and assignments subject to change.) 

 
Week 1 
 

01/17:  syllabus 
  introduction to course 

 01/19:  Virginia J. Scharff, “Man and Nature!: Sex Secrets of Environmental History” [SNTG =  
Seeing Nature Through Gender] 

   Paige Raibmon, “Naturalizing Power: Land and Sexual Violence along Byrd’s Dividing  
Line” [SNTG] 

Amy Green, “‘She Touched Fifty Million Lives’: Gene Stratton-Porter and Nature  
Conservation” [SNTG] 

 
Week 2 
 
 01/24:  Edward Abbey, Desert Solitaire (chapters 1-6) 
   Mary Austin, “The Land of Little Rain” and “The Scavengers” 
 01/26:  Val Plumwood, “Surviving a Crocodile Attack” 

Gary Snyder, from The Etiquette of Freedom  
Robinson Jeffers, “Passenger Pigeons” and “Vulture” 
Richard O’Connell, “Shoal of Sharks” 
Sandra Beasley, “Unit of Measure” 

 
Week 3 
 
 01/31:  Desert Solitaire (chapters 7-12) 
   Mary Austin, “The Walking Woman” and “The Streets of the Mountains” 
   Census date – February 1 
 02/02:  William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness” 
   Wallace Stegner, “Wilderness Letter” 
   Louis Owens, “The American Indian Wilderness” 
   Stanley Kunitz, “The Wellfleet Whale” 
   Linda Hogan, “Moving the Woodpile” 
 
Week 4 
 
 02/07:  Desert Solitaire (chapters 13-18) 
   Mary Austin, “The Land” 
   Peter Boag, “Thinking Like Mount Rushmore: Sexuality and Gender in the Republican  

Landscape” [SNTG] 
 02/09:  Terry Tempest Williams, “The Erotic Landscape” 
   Susan Griffin, “The Hunt” 
   Gary Snyder, “Song of the Taste” and “Beneath my hand and eye the distant hill, your  

body” 
Errol West, “Misty mountains tell me the secrets you hold, of men” and “I feel the texture  

of her complexion with both hand and heart” 
   Qwo-Li Driskill, “Map of the Americas” 
 
Week 5 
 
 02/14:  Essay 1 due 



   Guest Speaker: David Wallace 
 02/16:  Brokeback Mountain [watch film before coming to class] 
 
Week 6 
 
 02/21:  Brokeback Mountain, continued 
   Bryant Simon, “‘New Men in Body and Soul’: The Civilian Conservation Corps and the  

Transformation of Male Bodies and the Body Politic” [SNTG] 
 02/23:  Percival Everett, Wounded (read first half) 
 
Week 7 
 
 02/28:  NO CLASS – reading day; start writing essay questions for Brokeback Mountain and  

Wounded 
 03/01:  Wounded (finish novel) 
   Evelyn C. White, “Black Women and the Wilderness” 
 
Week 8 
 
 03/06:  Mark Doty, “Charlie Howard’s Descent” and “Homo Will Not Inherit” 

Qwo-Li Driskill, “Love Poems for Billy Jack” and “For Matthew” 
Prep for exam 

 03/08:  Mid-Term Exam 
 
SPRING BREAK 
 
Week 9 
 
 03/20:  Deliverance 
 03/22:  Deliverance 
 
Week 10 
 
 03/27:  Ann Pancake, Strange As This Weather Has Been 
 03/29:  Strange As This Weatehr Has Been, continued 
   “Leveling Appalachia: The Legacy of Mountaintop Removal Mining” [short film] 
   “Where You At?: Bioregional Quiz” 
   Last day to drop – March 30 
 
Week 11 
 
 04/03:  Strange As This Weather Has Been, continued 
   Excerpt from Removing Mountains: Extracting Nature and Identity in the Appalachian  

Coalfields by Rebecca R. Stott 
 04/05:  Strange As This Weather Has Been, continued 
   Katherine Jensen, “Saving Centennial Valley: Land, Gender, and Community in the  

Northern Black Hills” [SNTG] 
 
Week 12 
 
 04/10:  Sandra Steingraber, Having Faith: An Ecologist’s Journey to Motherhood 
   Maril Hazlett, “Voice from the Spring: Silent Spring and the Ecological Turn in  



American Health” [SNTG] 
 04/12:  Having Faith, continued 
   Nancy Langston, “Gender Transformed: Endocrine Disruptions in the Environment”  

[SNTG] 
 
Week 13 
 
 04/17:  Having Faith, continued 
   Terry Tempest Williams, “The Clan of One-Breasted Women” 
 04/19:  Having Faith, continued 
 
Week 14 
 
 04/24:  Don DeLillo, White Noise 
 04/26:  White Noise, continued 
 
Week 15 
 
 05/01:  Princess Mononoke 
 05/03:  Princess Mononoke, continued 

Prepare for final exam 
   Final journal submission due 
 
Final Exam & Final Project due – Thursday, May 10th, 11 – 1:30 pm 


