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English 1302.015 
Fall 2010 

MW 1:00-2:20 
 

Basic Course Information 
Instructor:  Christy Tidwell 
Office:   606 Carlisle Hall 
Office Hours:  12:00 – 1:00 M; 12:30 – 2:00 TR; by appointment 
Email:   tidwellc@exchange.uta.edu or christy.tidwell@gmail.com  
Phone:    817-272-2692 (English Department – leave a message) 
 
Course Description & Learning Objectives: 
English 1302: Introduction to Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing II is a course that builds on the skills 
learned in English 1301 by providing a more extensive introduction to rhetorical and argument theories. 
Students learn to identify a controversial issue independently, research that issue by navigating library 
databases, compile a bibliography of relevant sources, map the conversation surrounding the issue, and 
advocate their own position by developing claims supported by good reasons and evidence.  Students continue 
to practice recursive reading and writing processes and develop a more sophisticated awareness of context and 
audience.  
  
ENGL 1302 Expected Learning Outcomes: 
In ENGL 1302, students build on the knowledge and information that they learned in ENGL 1301. By the end 
of ENGL 1302, students should be able to: 
 
Rhetorical Knowledge 

• Identify and analyze the components and complexities of a rhetorical situation 
• Use knowledge of audience, exigence, constraints, genre, tone, diction, syntax, and structure to produce 

situation-appropriate argumentative texts, including texts that move beyond formulaic structures 
• Know and use special terminology for analyzing and producing arguments 
• Practice and analyze informal logic as used in argumentative texts 

  
Critical Reading, Thinking, and Writing 

• Understand the interactions among critical thinking, critical reading, and writing 
• Integrate personal experiences, values, and beliefs into larger social conversations and contexts 
• Find, evaluate, and analyze primary and secondary sources for appropriateness, timeliness, and validity 
• Produce situation-appropriate argumentative texts that synthesize sources with their own ideas and 

advance the conversation on an important issue 
• Provide valid, reliable, and appropriate support for claims, and analyze evidentiary support in others’ 

texts 
  
Processes 

• Practice flexible strategies for generating, revising, and editing complex argumentative texts 
• Engage in all stages of advanced, independent library research 
• Practice writing as a recursive process that can lead to substantive changes in ideas, structure, and 

supporting evidence through multiple revisions 
• Use the collaborative and social aspects of writing to critique their own and others’ arguments 

  
 
 



Conventions 
• Apply and develop knowledge of genre conventions ranging from structure and paragraphing to tone 

and mechanics, and be aware of the field-specific nature of these conventions 
• Summarize, paraphrase, and quote from sources using appropriate documentation style 
• Revise for style and edit for features such as syntax, grammar, punctuation, and spelling 
• Employ technologies to format texts according to appropriate stylistic conventions 

  
Required Texts: 
Everything’s an Argument, 5th edition 
  
Course Requirements:                                                                                         
This course requires regular attendance and participation in class discussions and activities, and completion of 
all reading and writing assignments.  All work written outside of class should conform to the criteria for papers. 
You must complete all major projects in order to receive a passing grade in this course. All out of class 
assignments must be typed in order to receive credit.  
  
Revision policy:  
Revision is an important means for improving both the writing process and the final product. Students have the 
option of revising two major essays—the Rogerian Essay and Exploratory Essay—after they have been graded. 
The last major paper, after it has been submitted for grading, cannot be revised for a higher grade.  Revisions do 
not allow you to regain points lost for turning in your work late.  In order to gain points through revision, 
you must do a substantial revision of your paper, which means you should revise the paper on the level of 
content, organization, focus, etc.  Proofreading and editing are not considered substantial revision.  All revisions 
must be accompanied by the original, graded paper and all draft work in order to be graded.  If you do choose to 
revise a paper, the grade on the revised paper will replace the original grade.  
  
Major Projects: 
More information about major projects will be posted on Edmodo as the course develops. 
 
Late Work: 
I expect all assignments to be turned in on time.  The grade on late essay projects, as well as all other late work, 
may be reduced by 10% for each day of the week (not each class day) after the due date that the work is handed 
in. Some work may not be accepted late (especially if it is required for an in-class exercise). 
  
Peer Reviews:  
Each essay will include mandatory peer review workshops. You will be required to submit all peer review 
materials with the final draft of the paper in order to receive full credit. It is very important that you attend 
class on peer review days, as you will not be able to make up these points.  All major essay assignments 
require that you turn in not only the final version of your paper, but also any notes, drafts, critiques, etc., that 
you drew on to help you write it.  Final drafts must be typed, double-spaced, and submitted via Edmodo as 
Word files; all other materials may be turned in as hard copy or may be also submitted on Edmodo (either as 
scanned versions or Word files, depending on the materials).  
  
Grades:   
Grades in First-Year Composition courses are A, B, C, F, and Z. Students must pass ENGL 1301 and ENGL 
1302 with a grade of C or higher in order to move on to the next course. This policy is in place because of 
the key role that First-Year English courses play in students’ educational experiences at UTA. 
  
The Z grade is reserved for students who attend class regularly, participate actively, and complete all the 
assigned work on time but simply fail to write well enough to earn a passing grade. This judgment is made by 
the instructor and not necessarily based upon a number average. The Z grade is intended to reward students 



for good effort. While students who receive a Z will not get credit for the course, the Z grade will not affect 
their grade point average. They may repeat the course for credit until they do earn a passing grade. 
  
The F grade, which does negatively affect GPA, goes to failing students who do not attend class regularly, do 
not participate actively, or do not complete assigned work.  
  
In accordance with the UTA undergraduate catalogue, final grades are as follows: 
  
                        90-100%:                     A 
                        80-89%:                       B 
                        70-79%:                       C 
                        Below 70%:                F=assignments missing and/or excessive absences 
                                                            Z=all work completed but not meeting standards for passing 
  
Grade distribution (out of a total of 1,000 points):                                                                   
  
Toulmin Project     50 
Rogerian Essay     100 
Issue Proposal      50 
Annotated Bibliography    100 
Exploratory Essay      150 
Research Position Paper    250 
Other        150 
Participation      150 
   
All major essay projects must be completed to pass the course. If you fail to complete an essay project, you 
will fail the course, regardless of your average. Keep all papers until you receive your final grade from the 
university. You cannot challenge a grade without evidence. 
  
**Students should not call the English office for their final grade. 
  
Attendance Policy: 
Much of the work done in this class will be collaborative and your active participation is extremely important in 
helping the course as a whole and yourself as an individual succeed.  You will be expected to attend class in 
order to get the full benefit; however, there is not a grade explicitly attached to your attendance itself.  Your 
absences (even if they do not count against your final grade) will likely affect your grade in other, indirect 
ways, though. First, any in-class work that you miss cannot be made up and you must attend class on peer 
critique days to get credit for those critiques (which is part of the total essay grade on major essay 
projects).  Furthermore, our class discussions and activities will inform the essay assignments and will, if you 
participate and take them seriously, help you develop your own reading, writing, and thinking skills in ways that 
will help you write better responses and essays.  Finally, you will of course not be able to earn credit for 
participation if you are not present in class. 
  
As college students, you are responsible for determining how to best spend your time.  If you decide that the 
best use of your time is in not coming to class, you should be aware of the potential consequences of such a 
decision. 
  
If you do miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and to figure out how to do the 
assigned homework.  I recommend making friends with others in the class who can help you with that. 
  
 
 



Participation:  
Your participation grade will be determined by a combination of two separate factors:  1) you will present a 
portfolio evaluating your own participation over the course of the semester (following criteria to be announced) 
and completion of this portfolio will itself account for a portion of your participation grade; 2) as part of the 
participation portfolio you will assign yourself a grade for your participation, which, unless it significantly 
conflicts with my own perception of your participation, will be the grade you receive for the rest of the 
participation points available.  
 
Communication: 
I have provided you with both of my regular emails and the English department phone number so that you can 
contact me whenever you have a question.  When I need to contact you, I will use MyMav or Edmodo to do so.  
This means that you have a responsibility to know what your UTA email address is and to check it regularly as 
well as to log in to Edmodo regularly to check for assignments, updates, and messages.  Edmodo is where I will 
post announcements or additional information about the course, including notes about changes to the schedule, 
additional details about assignments, or more information following discussions.  
  
Academic Honesty: 
The work you submit must be your own original work, written for this course.  Plagiarism is the presentation of 
another person’s work as your own, whether intentional or not.  Copying or paraphrasing passages from another 
writer’s work without acknowledging that you have done so is plagiarism.  Allowing another writer to write any 
part of your essay is plagiarism.  Plagiarism is a serious crime.  It is easily detected and will not be tolerated. 
Students who violate University rules on scholastic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary sanctions, including 
the possibility of failure in the course and dismissal from the University. Since dishonesty harms the individual, 
all students, and the integrity of the University, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.  
Please visit UTA’s Office of Student Conduct website for more detailed information. 
  
The policy regarding plagiarism in this class is that a first offense will result in a failing grade for the relevant 
assignment; a second offense will result in failure of the course.  These are serious consequences, so you should 
make sure to understand what constitutes plagiarism (come talk to me if you have questions) and to do your 
own work.  
  
Classroom Conduct: 
I expect all participants in this course to behave in a mature and respectful way, treating others with the same 
respect you would like to receive.  Because this course relies heavily on discussion and working together, we 
will establish together what we can do to have productive and interesting discussions and to be respectful of 
others’ contributions.  
  
Disruptive behavior, that which “is intended to obstruct, disrupt, or interfere with, or that in fact obstructs, 
disrupts, or interferes with any instructional, educational, research, administrative, or public service activity or 
program, or any athletic event or public performance or other activity authorized to be conducted in or on a 
University Facility” (UTA Handbook of Operating Procedures, chapter 2, section 2-202), will not be 
tolerated.  I reserve the right to ask disruptive students to leave if necessary, and regular disruptive behavior will 
affect your participation grade.  
  
Drop Policy: 
I will not and cannot drop anyone from the course.  It is your responsibility to execute drop procedures correctly 
and within the deadlines.  After the late registration period has ended, if you wish to drop the class you 
should notvisit the English office to do so.  You must speak with me and get my signature on the proper form; 
you must then discuss the consequences of dropping the course with your major advisor.  Note:  If you stop 
attending class but do not officially drop the course you will receive an F. 
  
 



The Writing Center: 
The Writing Center is a free service for all enrolled students that offers one-on-one instruction in writing.  
Tutors do not proofread or edit students’ papers, but can help students acquire the ability to edit their own 
work.  The Writing Center also has computers for students to use.  The Writing Center is located in the Central 
Library on the fourth floor, rooms 411 and 412.  . During long semesters, Writing Center hours are 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m., Monday through Thursday; 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Friday; and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday and Sunday. For 
summer hours or for additional information, students should visit the Writing Center web 
site, www.uta.edu/owl. 
  
Library Research Help for Students in the First-Year English Program: 
UT Arlington Library offers many ways for students to receive help with writing assignments: 
Paper’s Due Drop Inn. The Paper’s Due Drop Inn is a drop-in service available during the Fall and Spring 
semesters. On Monday through Thursday, from 4pm – 6pm, in room B20 (located in the basement of Central 
Library), librarians will be available to assist students with research and/or citation. On most days, there will 
also be a tutor available from the Writing Center who can help with any problems students may have with 
organizing or writing papers. 
Course-Specific Guides. All First-Year English courses have access to research guides that assist students with 
required research. To access the guides go to http://libguides.uta.edu. Search for the course number in the search 
box located at the top of the page. The research guides direct students to useful databases, as well as provide 
information about citation, developing a topic/thesis, and receiving help. 
Virtual Office Hours. Librarians who specialize in first-year students will be available online two evenings each 
week to assist students with research and citation. The ENGL 1301 and ENGL 1302 research guides include a 
chat box that makes it possible to IM a librarian without logging in to your own account. This page will also 
indicate the exact days/times the service is available. During Virtual Office Hours, students can IM the librarian 
at utavoh. 
  
Additional Academic Resources:   
The University of Texas at Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students 
develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to 
their courses. These resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, 
advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals to 
resources for any reason, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107 or 
visit www.uta.edu/resourcesfor more information. 
  
Americans with Disabilities Act:  
The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal 
equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT 
Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to 
discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must 
provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for 
Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for 
an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for 
obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the 
Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364. 
  
School Closings: 
In some cases the University is unable to have class on campus due to weather or other 
circumstances.  However, we may still have class electronically on those days.  Please check Edmodo for 
information on how our class will proceed in the event of campus closings. 
  
Necessary Changes: 



I have tried to make this syllabus as complete and as thorough as I possibly can.  Even so, during the course of 
the semester I may be required to alter, add, or abandon certain policies.  I reserve the right to make such 
changes as they become necessary. 

 



Course Schedule 
(All dates and assignments subject to change.) 

  
Week 1 
  

08/30: syllabus 
generate guidelines for class discussion 

09/01: Chapter 1 (Everything’s an Argument) 
Excerpt from George Orwell’s “Politics and the English Language” [posted on Edmodo] 
 syllabus quiz due 

  
Week 2 
  

09/06: Labor Day – No Class 
09/08: Chapters 2 – 4 – Pathos, Ethos, & Logos 

                        bring samples 
                        Enthymeme and Stats homework due (Ch. 4, #2 & #3) 
  
Week 3 
  

09/13: Chapter 5 – Rhetorical Analysis 
                        TRACE analysis 
                        Analyzing appeals homework due 

09/15: Chapter 14 – Visual Arguments 
            Bring an ad with both verbal and visual elements to class 
            TRACE homework due 

  
Week 4 
  

09/20: Chapter 7 – Structuring Arguments 
            Toulmin analysis 
            Visual argument homework due 
09/22: Toulmin drafts – bring a hard copy of your draft to class 

  
Week 5 
  

09/27: Rogerian argument 
                        Revisit Chapter 7 (pp. 176-80) 

Toulmin paper due 
09/29: No Class 

  
Week 6 
  

10/04: Rogerian argument, continued 
            Rogerian homework due – bring a hard copy to class 
10/06: Rogerian drafts – bring a hard copy of your draft to class 

                        Begin discussing Issue Proposal 
  
Week 7 
  

10/11: choosing and narrowing down a topic – bring topic ideas to class 
Rogerian essay due 



10/13: No Class 
  
Week 8 
  

10/18: Chapter 6 – Academic Arguments 
Chapters 8-12 – Types of Arguments 

            Argument type homework due 
10/20: Chapter 17 – Fallacies 
            Midsemester Participation Portfolio – due by midnight 

  
Week 9 
  

10/25: fallacies, continued 
introduce annotated bibliography assignment 
Fallacies homework due 

10/27: Chapter 19 – Evaluating Sources 
            Chapters 18 & 20 – Citing Sources (focus on MLA format in Ch. 20) 

                        Issue Proposal due 
  
Week 10 
  

11/01: Chapter 16 – What Counts as Evidence 
annotated bibliography draft 

11/03: Annotated Bibliography due 
            work on Gathering Evidence homework – I will be in my office if you have questions 

  
Week 11 
  

11/08: Gathering Evidence homework due – bring a copy of your work to class 
11/10: exploratory essay draft 

  
Week 12 
  

11/15: Exploratory Essay due 
                        thesis workshop 

11/17: outline workshop – bring an outline of the research paper to class 
  
Week 13 
  

11/22: writing day – no class – I will be in my office if you have questions 
11/24: Thanksgiving Break – no class     

  
Week 14 
  

11/29: peer critiques – bring draft of research paper 
12/01: peer critiques – bring draft of research paper 

                                    
Week 15 
  

12/06: Chapter 13 – Style in Arguments 
peer critiques – bring draft of research paper 

12/08: peer critiques – bring draft of research paper 



  
Finals Week 
  

12/13: Research Paper due 


