
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 
 

ENGL 201:  Composition II 
Fall 2013 

CB 330—MWF 9:00 – 9:50 
 

Basic Course Information 
Instructor:  Dr. Christy Tidwell 
Office:   CB 312 
Office Hours:  10 – 11 am MWF and by appointment 
Email:   christy.tidwell@sdsmt.edu 
Office Phone:   394-5376 
 
Course Description: 
This course is designed to do the following:  

 
1) provide practice in writing clear, convincing thesis-driven and evidence-based persuasive prose in 
order to improve writing skills in all disciplines;  
2) teach students to better read, understand, and analyze literature;  
3) instruct students in the processes and skills required to write a research paper.  

 
To these ends, we will read a few contemporary novels to discuss and analyze together, after which you will 
write short persuasive essays about those novels or issues raised by those novels. At the end of the semester, 
you will each choose a book or author you are interested in, write a persuasive research paper on that 
book/author, and present your findings to the rest of the class. Prerequisite: ENGL 101 or permission from the 
instructor. 
 
Note: For School of Mines students pursuing a B.S. degree, ENGL 201 counts only as an elective and cannot be 
used for Humanities general education credit or in lieu of ENGL 279. Be sure that this course is meeting your 
requirements before continuing.  
 
Required Materials: 
You will need the following books for this class: 
 

Gillian Flynn, Gone Girl 
Liz Jensen, The Uninvited 
John Green, The Fault in Our Stars 
David Levithan, A Lover's Dictionary 
Sara Varon, Robot Dreams 

 
Any additional assigned readings will be provided via Edmodo as links or pdf files.  
 
Grading: 
Grade distribution for the class (on a 1000 point scale) is as follows: 
  

Responses     75  
Short Essay 1     75 
Short Essay 2     100 
Short Essay 3     150 
Research Paper    300 
Presentation      100 



Participation     100 
Other Work     100 
 

Please be advised that it is your responsibility to retain all of your assignments until after you have received 
your final grade. You cannot formally challenge a final grade if you do not have evidence of your work. 
 
Final grades are determined on the following scale:  
   
  900-1000:     A 
            800-899:     B 
            700-799:     C 
            600-699:     D 
            0-599:      F 
  
Late Work Policy:   
No late work will be accepted. The due dates for all assignments are final and problems with Edmodo, your 
computer, or the internet will not be accepted as an excuse for submitting work after the deadline. If you have 
trouble with Edmodo when it is time to submit any of your work, you should email me an attachment to ensure 
that your work will be received on time. That email should still be received by the deadline, which means you 
should plan to turn in your work before the very last second in order to avoid this problem. Be sure to check that 
your assignment has uploaded to Edmodo when you submit. You will not get a chance to re-upload after the 
deadline has passed.  
 
Major Projects: 
Three short essays in response to our assigned readings, one longer research essay, a presentation to the class 
connected to your final essay.  
  
Responses: 
To ensure that you keep up with the reading and come prepared to participate in class, you will write fifteen 
(15) short responses over the course of the semester. Each response is worth five points and should include all 
of the following elements: 
 

1. An answer to at least one of the following questions that does not simply summarize the text, that goes 
beyond personal response alone, and that attempts to address larger ideas and analyses (this should be at 
least a paragraph in length): 

a. What was most interesting about the assigned reading for today? Why is this interesting as well 
as significant/meaningful?  

b. What connections do you see between today’s reading and other texts from the course (or outside 
the course, for that matter) or conversations we have had during the semester? Why are these 
connections significant or meaningful? 

c. What was most difficult or challenging for you in today’s reading? This might not just refer to 
things that are intellectually difficult but also to things that are emotionally difficult. What makes 
this difficult? Why might this difficulty be significant or meaningful?  

2. A quote from the text (or description of a visual element for Robot Dreams) that you found interesting or 
significant and would like to discuss, accompanied by commentary on this quote (i.e., what do you think 
about this quote? why did you choose it? what makes it interesting to you?) or a question about the 
quote that you could ask the rest of the class.  

3. A discussion question to ask the class (this question should be distinct from any questions included as 
part of #2).  

 
These responses will help you prepare for class discussions and generate ideas for your essays. Be ready to 
discuss your responses and ideas during class. I want you to share your ideas and questions with the class.   



It is your responsibility to keep track of how many responses you have turned in. You do not need to turn in a 
response every day we have assigned reading in order to accumulate 15 responses, but you may not turn in more 
than one response per day. In other words, you will need to write a response most days we have reading 
assigned and will not be allowed to let this slide and then turn in a bunch of responses at the very end of the 
semester.   
 
Furthermore, you must be in class to turn in a response. Their purpose is not simply to get you thinking about 
the readings but also to provide a starting point for class discussion.  To this end, the response will be the only 
out-of-class assignment in this course that you will submit in hard copy. When you come to class, you should 
have a typed response to turn in at the end of our session. Note: If you must miss class due to a school-
sponsored event, you may turn in your response on another date or in absentia, but you may do so if and 
only if you let me know about your absence ahead of time.  
 
These responses will be graded simply.  Your grade will not be based on grammar, mechanics, spelling, etc. 
(unless grammatical or other problems interfere with my understanding of your ideas), nor will it be based on 
whether or not I agree with your ideas about or interpretation of the text. Your grade will be based on whether 
or not you respond thoughtfully and engage with the text, raise intelligent questions (not limited to plot), make 
interesting connections, and generally respond in productive ways.     
 
Revision: 
You will have the opportunity to revise the short essays one time each if you are not satisfied with the grade you 
earn. You will not be allowed to revise and resubmit the final essay, daily responses/questions, or any in-class 
work. Revisions do not allow you to regain points lost for turning in your work late, which means that if you do 
not submit the original assignment on time you will not be able to revise it. In order to gain points through 
revision, you must a) include commentary on the changes you have made, and b) do a substantial revision of 
your paper, which means you should revise the paper on the level of content, organization, focus, etc.  
Proofreading and editing are not considered substantial revision. If you do choose to rewrite a paper, the grade 
on the revised paper will replace the original grade.  
 
Participation: 
Your participation grade will be determined by a combination of two separate factors: 1) you will present a 
report evaluating your own participation over the course of the semester and completion of this report will itself 
account for a portion of your participation grade; 2) as part of the participation report you will assign yourself a 
grade for your participation, which, unless it significantly conflicts with my own perception of your 
participation, will be the grade you receive for the rest of the participation points available. [More details will be 
provided on Edmodo.] 
 
Attendance:  
I will take attendance every day, but no portion of your grade will be devoted to simple attendance and there 
will be no absolute penalties for missing class or arriving late in itself. However, there will be other 
consequences for not attending class. You will not be able to make up any missed points from graded in-class 
work or participate in class activities, and, obviously, you will miss out on exercises and discussions that will 
help you prepare for the major projects of the course. Therefore, you will be expected to attend in order to 
receive the full benefit of the class.  
 

Note: If you must miss class due to a school-sponsored event, you may make up missed points for in-
class work, but you may only do so if you let me know about your absence ahead of time.  
 

Edmodo: 
In addition to reading the syllabus and keeping up with the reading schedule, you must also create an Edmodo 
account and join our group (ENGL 201 – Fall 2013). To do this, you should go to www.edmodo.com and sign 
up as a student. Please sign up under your real name, the name you go by in class, and not a screen name.  



Signing up is easy and free; it only requires you to provide the group code and your name (email is not required 
by the system but is recommended as it is an easy way to keep up with posts to the group) and then choose a 
username and password. The group code, which you will need to join the group, is 5egbxo.  (If you manage to 
get signed up for Edmodo and are still not signed up for our group, there should be an option to join groups on 
the left side of the screen once you’re signed in to your account.) 
 
Signing up for Edmodo is important because you will submit all major work through Edmodo, and I will use 
Edmodo to make announcements and post assignments. We may also use the site for online discussion if 
necessary (e.g., if I am sick or the weather causes cancellations). You can also keep up with your grade over the 
course of the semester through Edmodo. You should visit the site today to make sure you are signed up and 
able to get started turning in work immediately.   
 

 If you have any questions about the site as you use it, please email me.  If you ever have any trouble submitting 
homework through the site (perhaps the site is undergoing maintenance or having a technical issue), you should 
still submit the homework on time by emailing it directly to me (as a .doc or .docx attachment) at my School of 
Mines email address. Edmodo problems are not a valid excuse for not turning in homework on time. 
 
Communication: 
I have provided you with my email and my office phone number so that you can contact me whenever you have 
a question. When I need to contact you or when there are course announcements to be made, I will use Edmodo 
to do so. This means that you have a responsibility to check Edmodo regularly. You can stop by and see me in 
my office during my office hours if you have questions (or at any other time I may be there), and I will hold 
online office hours throughout the semester as well, when you will be able to IM me (at 
dr.christy.tidwell@gmail.com) to ask questions and receive immediate feedback. 
 
Technology Policy: 
Research shows that we are not nearly as good at multitasking as we think we are and that multitasking 
decreases what students get out of class. More importantly, seeing others multitasking (specifically laptop use) 
decreases learning as well. Therefore, in order to give all students the best possible chance at succeeding, the 
course includes the following policies regarding technology: 
 
• During class discussion or lecture, laptops, cell phones, etc., may only be used by students seated on the 

back row or periphery of the class where other students cannot see (and be distracted by) such use.  
Exception: You may use your laptops to take notes in any seat in the classroom as long as they are 
used as tablets with the screen locked down the entire time.  

• All students may use laptops and other devices during small group or peer review sessions. 
• Any unauthorized use of technology will result in the student’s total participation grade being docked by 

5%.  
 
In general, I am uninterested in policing your use of technology and if you choose not to pay attention, then that 
is your business. The only reason that this policy exists is to prevent your individual choice from negatively 
affecting nearby students who may be attempting to pay attention.  
 
Academic Integrity: 
The work you submit must be your own original work that has been written specifically for this course. 
Plagiarism is the presentation of another person’s work as your own, whether intentional or not. Copying or 
paraphrasing passages from another writer’s work without acknowledging that you have done so is plagiarism. 
Allowing another writer to write any part of your essay is plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. It is easily 
detected and will not be tolerated. Students who violate School of Mines rules on scholastic dishonesty are 
subject to disciplinary sanctions. Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the 
School of Mines, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced. Refer to the academic integrity 



section in the Mines catalog for more detailed information or come talk to me if you have any questions. 
  
The policy regarding plagiarism in this class is that a first offense will result in a failing grade for the relevant 
assignment; a second offense will result in failure of the course. These are serious consequences, so you should 
make sure to understand what constitutes plagiarism (again, come talk to me if you have questions) and to do 
your own work.   
 
Drop Policy: 
I will not and cannot drop anyone from the course. It is your responsibility to execute drop procedures correctly 
and within the deadlines. If you stop attending class but do not officially drop the course you will receive an F. 
 
ADA Accommodation:  
Students with special needs or requiring special accommodations should contact the instructor and the campus 
ADA coordinator, Megan Reder, at 394-6988, at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Freedom in Learning:   
Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance shall be evaluated solely on an 
academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards. Students should be free 
to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about 
matters of opinion, but students are still responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which 
they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation is unrelated to academic standards but is 
related instead to judgment of their personal opinion should contact Dr. Duane Hrncir, the Provost and Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, to initiate a review of the evaluation. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes:    
As required by the South Dakota Board of Regents (BOR), here's an outline of the General Education goal, student learning outcomes, 
and assessments this course fulfills. 
GOAL#1:  Students will write effectively and responsibly and will understand and interpret the written expression of others. 
Student Learning Outcomes:  As a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will: 
1.  Write using standard American English, including correct punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure. 
Assessment:  Students will 

• Recognize and repair common errors in grammar, punctuation, and usage in papers. 
• Apply standard English grammar, punctuation, and other mechanical aspects to all written assignments. 
• Compose clear, effective sentences and combine them into focused, coherent paragraphs that match the assigned writing 

purpose. 
• Improve their mastery of punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure through class discussions/exercises, quizzes, 

instructor feedback, and the draft and revision process. 
2.  Write logically. 
Assessment:  Students will 

• Recognize and repair common focus and organization errors in their papers. 
• Apply common organizational strategies to all written assignments. 
• Write clear, effective paragraphs and combine them into a logical sequence and focal pattern that matches the assigned 

writing purpose. 
• Improve their mastery of organization and logical writing through class discussions, written exercises, instructor feedback, 

and the draft and revision process.   
3.  Write persuasively, with a variety of rhetorical strategies (e.g. expository, argumentative, descriptive). 
Assessment:  Students will 

• Identify and repair common rhetorical and reasoning errors in their papers. 
• Apply common rhetorical and reasoning strategies to all written assignments. 
• Design and produce writing using appropriate rhetorical strategies that match audience needs and assigned writing purpose. 
• Improve their mastery of persuasion and rhetorical strategies through class discussions, written exercises, instructor feedback, 

and the draft and revision process. 
4.  Incorporate formal research and documentation into their writing, including research obtained through modern, technology-based 
research tools. 
Assessment:  Students will 

• Identify and repair common documentation errors in their papers. 



• Apply common research strategies to all written assignments that require it. 
• Design and produce writing using appropriate research tools that match audience needs, proper documentation requirements, 

professional ethical standards, and assigned writing purpose. 
• Improve their mastery of research and documentation methods through class discussion, written exercises, quizzes, instructor 

feedback, and the draft and revision process. 



Course Schedule 
(All dates and assignments subject to change.) 

 
Week 1 
 
8/26: syllabus; introductions 
8/28: tools for literary analysis 
8/30: introduction to genre fiction 
 
Week 2 
 
9/2: Labor Day – no class 
9/4: Gillian Flynn, Gone Girl 
9/6: Gone Girl 
 
Week 3 
 
9/9: Gone Girl 
9/11: Gone Girl 
9/13: Gone Girl 
  
Week 4 
 
9/16: Liz Jensen, The Uninvited 
9/18: The Uninvited, continued 
9/20: The Uninvited, continued 
 
Week 5 
 
9/23: The Uninvited, continued 
9/25: The Uninvited, continued 
9/27: thesis work 
 
Week 6 
 
9/30: peer reviews 

Essay 1 draft due 
10/2: peer reviews / conferences 
10/4: conferences 
 
Week 7 
 
10/7: Essay 1 due 
10/9: John Green, The Fault in Our Stars 
10/11: The Fault in Our Stars, continued 
 
Week 8 
 
10/14: Native American Day – no class 
10/16: The Fault in Our Stars, continued 
10/18: The Fault in Our Stars, continued 
 



Week 9 
 
10/21: thesis work 

Essay 2 draft due 
10/23: peer reviews / conferences 
10/25: conferences 
 
Week 10 
 
10/28: Essay 2 due 
10/30: David Levithan, A Lover’s Dictionary 
11/1: A Lover’s Dictionary, continued 
 
Week 11 
 
11/4: Sara Varon, Robot Dreams 
11/6: Robot Dreams, continued 
11/8: thesis work 

Essay 3 draft due 
 
Week 12 
 
11/11: Veterans Day – no class 
11/13: peer reviews / conferences 
11/15: conferences 
 
Week 13 
 
11/18: Essay 3 due 
11/20: research day 
11/22: research day 
 
Week 14 
 
11/25: conferences 

Research Essay proposal due 
11/27: Thanksgiving break 
11/29: Thanksgiving break 
 
Week 15 
 
12/2: research / writing day 
 conferences 

Research Essay draft due 
12/4: presentations 
12/6: presentations 
 
Week 16 
 
12/9: presentations / peer review 
12/11: No Class – study for finals 
 



Finals Week 
 
Thursday, 12/12, 11-12:50 – final Research Essay due; awards given 


